
Hebrews 1:8 (cf. John 20:28; Titus 2:13; see box 4.5), and he is said to represent 
the “exact imprint of God’s very being” (1:3; cf. Col. 1:15; 2:9). He is presented 
as the agent through whom God created the worlds and sustains all things (cf. 
John 1:3; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16–17). Some scholars have wondered whether 
this presentation of Christ might have been influenced by Jewish writings that 
personified Wisdom as the agent of God. The Wisdom of Solomon (a book 
belonging to the Apocrypha, or deuterocanonical writings; see “The Effects 
of Hellenism on the New Testament World” in chap. 2) says that Wisdom is 
“a reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God, and an 
image of God’s goodness” (Wis. 7:25–26; cf. Heb. 1:3). Elsewhere, Wisdom is 
identified as an active agent in creation (Prov. 8:22–23; Wis. 7:22; 9:9) and in 
the ongoing preservation of the created realm (Wis. 7:27; 8:1). Thus Hebrews 
might be understood as applying to the Son what some Jewish writings were 
attributing to Wisdom.

But Hebrews also presents Jesus as fully and profoundly human—a person 
who, like other human beings (2:11, 17–18), had to be made perfect or com-
plete through obedience to God (2:10; 5:8). Such obedience, furthermore, was 
something that he had to learn (5:8). The notion of Jesus needing to learn 
things (to grow in knowledge or wisdom) is rare in the Bible (cf. Luke 2:52), 
and the idea of Jesus needing to learn obedience (to grow in faithfulness to 

preexistence: the 
Christian doctrine 
that the person 
now known as Jesus 
Christ existed (as the 
Son of God) before 
he became the man 
Jesus who lived and 
died on earth.

incarnation: the 
Christian doctrine 
that God became 
a human being in 
the person of Jesus 
Christ.

heavenly interces-
sion: the concept 
or doctrine that the 
risen Jesus (now in 
heaven) prays to God 
for human beings.

Box 24.5

The Divine and Human Christ in Hebrews
The Divine Christ

•	the one through whom worlds were created (1:2)

•	 the mirror image (reflection) of God’s glory (1:3)

•	 the exact imprint of God’s very being (1:3)

•	 the one who sustains all things (1:3)

•	seated at the right hand of God in glory (1:3)

•	superior to angels (1:4) and worshiped by them (1:6)

•	without sin (4:15) and able to sanctify others (2:11)

•	will return to save those who wait eagerly for him (9:28; 10:37)

The Human Christ

•	a person of flesh and blood, like all children of God (2:14; cf. 2:11)

•	became like us in every respect (2:17)

•	was tested by what he suffered (2:18)

•	 is able to sympathize (or empathize) with our weaknesses (4:15)

•	was tested (or tempted) in every respect as we are (4:15)

•	offered prayers to God with loud cries and tears and reverent submission (5:7)

•	 learned obedience through suffering (5:8; cf. 2:10)

•	an example of perseverance that others can follow (12:1–3)

452 Hebrews

_Powell_IntroNT2ed_BB_bb.indd   452 2/1/18   2:48 PM

Published by Baker Academic 
© 2018 Mark Allan Powell




