
All the books of the New Testament were written by people whom we would 
call Christians, so in order to understand them, we have to know a few things 
about what these Christians believed: what they valued, what they feared, how 
they lived. But, to be a bit more specific, all the books of the New Testament 
were written by Roman Christians—that is, Christians who lived in the Roman 
Empire. Furthermore, even though all these books were written by Christians, 
not all were written about Christians. Jesus, John the Baptist, the Virgin Mary, 
and many other celebrated New Testament personalities were not Christians, 
but Jews. To be more specific, they were Roman Jews—that is, Jews who lived 
in the Roman Empire.

To understand the New Testament, then, we must know about three different 
worlds: the Christian world, the Jewish world, and the Roman world. In all of 
the New Testament writings, these three worlds overlap.
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Map 1.1. The 
Roman Empire.
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