
have long noted that almost every verse of 1 Peter can be read as a parallel 
passage to some other New Testament writing (see box 26.2). The letter also 
seems to draw on numerous liturgical and catechetical materials; it is peppered 
with snatches of hymns or creeds (1:18–21; 2:21–25; 3:18–22), and it seems 
to employ homiletic or apologetic conventions that had achieved widespread 
use (e.g., the discussion in 2:4–10 uses many of the same Scripture texts that 
feature in Rom. 9:25–33; likewise, 5:5–9 offers a sequence of exhortations 
similar to James 4:6–10).

As an apostolic missive from Rome, 1 Peter is addressed specifically to “the 
exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.” 
All of these regions are located in Asia Minor (what now is Turkey; see map 
26.1), and they are probably listed in the order in which the letter was delivered 
to them (carried, apparently, by Silvanus; see 5:12). The Romans did not actu-
ally distinguish between “Pontus” and “Bithynia” (having established a single 
province that incorporated both areas), so the terminology used here perhaps 
reflects traditional territories rather than the official (imposed) political designa-
tions. In any case, 1 Peter appears to have been composed as a “circular letter” 
intended for multiple congregations (cf. Acts 15:23–29; Col. 4:16).

EXPLORE 26.13  
Authorship of 1 Peter

creeds: confessional 
statements sum-
marizing key articles 
of faith.

Dispersion: typically, 
Jews (including Jew-
ish Christians) living 
outside Palestine 
(synonymous with 
“Diaspora”), but 
1 Peter seems to 
apply the term to 
gentiles.
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Map 26.1. Asia Minor: Provinces addressed in 1 Peter.
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