
According to the book of Acts, Paul stayed in Corinth for at least eighteen 
months on his second missionary journey, when Gallio was the proconsul there 
(18:1–17). This places his sojourn in the city somewhere between 50 and 53. 
He lived with Aquila and Priscilla, a married couple with whom he apparently 
had a lot in common: they were Jewish Christians, and, like Paul, they made 
their living as tentmakers or leatherworkers (Acts 18:2–3; cf. 1 Cor. 16:19). Paul 
evangelized the city with his companions Silas (sometimes called “Silvanus”) and 
Timothy (Acts 18:5; 2 Cor. 1:19). The congregation that emerged was diverse 
ethnically and socially. Most of Paul’s converts were gentiles (1 Cor. 12:2), but 
not all. Crispus (1 Cor. 1:14; cf. Acts 18:8) and Sosthenes (1 Cor. 1:1; cf. Acts 
18:17) had been leaders of Jewish synagogues. Most of the Corinthian Christians 
also appear to have come from the lower classes (1 Cor. 1:26), but not all. Gaius 
(1 Cor. 1:14) had a house big enough to host gatherings of the entire church 
(Rom. 16:23), and Erastus was the city treasurer (Rom. 16:23; 2 Tim. 4:20). As 
we will see, the social integration of persons from different ethnic groups and 
economic classes may have been one significant cause of conflict in the church.

Sometime after founding the church, Paul wrote the Corinthians a letter to 
which he makes brief reference in 1 Corinthians 5:9 (see box 15.1). We know 
almost nothing about this “lost letter,” except that one thing Paul told the Co-
rinthians in the letter was to avoid association with sexually immoral people (by 
which he meant immoral Christians). In any case, Paul heard back from them 
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Map 14.1. Achaia.
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