
to churches where there are problems, investing them with authority to act on 
his behalf in negotiating settlements.

Third, Paul indicates in his letters that he often supported himself finan-
cially by practicing a trade within the community (1 Cor. 9:14–15; 2 Cor. 11:9; 
1 Thess. 2:9). In this way, he took care not to place any financial burden on the 
fledgling churches, and he avoided giving potential converts any reason to sus-
pect that he was after their money (cf. 2 Cor. 2:17; Titus 1:11). Once a church 
was established, however, he drew on its resources to support his ministry in 
other locales (2 Cor. 11:8–9; Phil. 4:15–16).

Fourth, Paul insists that his missionary work is independent of any human 
(ecclesiastical) authority. He tries to be respectful of other church leaders (1 Cor. 
3:4–6) and is even involved in taking up a collection for the church in Jerusalem 
(Rom. 15:25–26; 1 Cor. 16:1; 2 Cor. 8–9; Gal. 2:10), but he takes orders from no 
one but Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:1, 11–12). Perhaps for this reason, Paul indicates that 
his typical goal is to proclaim the gospel in new areas and to found churches in 
places where other missionaries have not worked—he does not want to “build on 
someone else’s foundation” (Rom. 15:20; cf. 2 Cor. 10:13–16). He then assumes 
that he has a special relationship with his converts: they are his children in the 
faith (1 Cor. 4:15; Gal. 4:19), and he has apostolic authority over them (1 Cor. 
5:3–5; 2 Cor. 10:8; 13:10). Accordingly, he strongly resents missionaries who, 
after he has moved on, come to churches that he established and undermine 
his authority while he is absent from the community (2 Cor. 11:4; Gal. 1:6–9).
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Map 12.2. Paul’s world today.

apostolic authority: 
in Paul’s letters, the 
claim that the author 
has the power and 
responsibility to 
instruct, exhort, and 
discipline persons 
who were brought 
to faith through his 
ministry.
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