
good guess for which of Paul’s many companions the author might have been, 
and, in any case, this is the name that everyone has decided to use.

Most scholars think that the book of Acts was written shortly after the 
Gospel of Luke and that it can be dated along with that Gospel to the mid-80s. 
One problem with such a dating is that Acts ends its account of church history 
in the early 60s: it does not tell us about the persecutions that came under Nero; 
it does not even mention the martyrdoms of its principal characters (James the 
brother of Jesus, Peter, Paul); and it does not say anything about the destruction 
of Jerusalem or describe what happened to the community of Christians there. 
Thus some scholars have thought that the book must have been written in the 
early 60s, before these things occurred. But then Luke’s Gospel might have to be 
dated earlier than most people think, 
and if Luke used the Gospel of Mark 
as a source for his Gospel, then that 
book would have to be dated ear-
lier still. None of this is impossible, 
and a few scholars do subscribe to a 
system of “early dating” that places 
the whole Mark-Luke-Acts complex 
within the lifetime of Paul (i.e., be-
fore 62–67, depending on which 
date for Paul’s death one adopts). A 
majority of scholars, however, think 
that the perspective of these books 
fits better with the next generation of 
Christianity and that Luke is writing 

persecution: a pro-
gram or campaign 
to exterminate, drive 
away, or subjugate 
people based on 
their membership in 
a religious, ethnic, or 
social group.

Box 10.1

Possible Sources for the 
Book of Acts

• an Aramaic document de-

scribing the life of the early 

church in Jerusalem, used 

for chapters 1–12

• a collection of traditions 

from the church at Antioch, 

used for stories concerning 

Stephen and Barnabas (6:1–

8:4; 11:19–30; 12:25–25:35)

• a travel diary, used for por-

tions of the book recounting 

the journeys of Paul
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Map 10.4. Paul’s journey to Rome.
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