
resurrection, believers experience the newness of a life free from bondage to sin 
(6:4–11), and ultimately they will be saved from a life that is marked by suffer-
ing for a life of glory marked by the fulfillment of hope (5:2–5; 8:18–25). Paul 
uses a variety of verb tenses when speaking about these matters. In the English 
Bible (NRSV), we read that “we were reconciled” (5:10), “we are justified” (5:1), 
and “we will be saved” (5:9, 10; 10:9, 13; but cf. 8:24). What God has done in 
the past affects both our current life and our future status. This is Paul’s way 
of expressing the “already / not yet” dynamic of Christian experience that is 
also evident in Jesus’s teaching about the kingdom of God (see box 4.2, and 
“Proclamation of the Kingdom” in chap. 7).

God and Israel

Paul devotes three chapters of this letter to discussing questions raised by 
the stark fact that most Jewish people did not accept the gospel of Christ. 
How could such a development fit into God’s plan, and what would ultimately 
become of God’s chosen people, Israel? In thinking about these matters, Paul 
maintains that Scripture does allow for this seeming anomaly: he cites prec-
edents and prophecies to assure his readers that Israel’s rejection of Christ 
and possible loss of salvation does not mean that the word of God has failed 
(9:6). He also maintains that election is God’s business: God can choose to 
accept or reject whomever God wishes (9:18), and people have no right to 
question God’s decisions (9:20). Nevertheless, God’s faithfulness is evident in 
the remnant of Jews who have accepted the gospel, a remnant of which Paul 
himself is a part (11:1–6).

EXPLORE 12.12  
The New Perspective 
on Paul: A Brief Essay

Box 13.8

The New Perspective on Paul: An Example
What does this verse mean?

For we hold that a person is justified by faith, apart from works prescribed by the law. (Rom. 3:28)

Traditional Interpretation

People are put right with God by trusting in what God has graciously done through Jesus Christ 

rather than by doing things that would earn God’s favor. In this view, “works prescribed by the 

law” = meritorious acts of human achievement (keeping commandments, performing good 

works, etc.).

New Perspective

People are put right with God by trusting in what God has graciously done through Jesus Christ 

rather than by being faithful to the covenant that God made with Israel. In this view, “works pre-

scribed by the law” = covenant markers that identify Jews as belonging to God’s chosen nation 

(circumcision, Sabbath observance, dietary restrictions, etc.).
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