
that, he may also hope that some influential persons in the Roman church 
will serve as intermediaries with their counterparts in Jerusalem, paving 
the way for him to be received favorably there.

 3. Paul wants to effect reconciliation among Jews and gentiles in the Roman 
church itself. If  indeed the Jewish Christians had been expelled for a 
time but are now making their way back, there could have been a power 
shift in the interim: the gentiles are now in charge. Any number of issues 
discussed in the letter could be informed by Paul’s sensitivity to such 
dynamics (see, e.g., the tensions between the “strong” and the “weak” in 
Rom. 14). Much of the letter seems to be addressed to gentile believers 
(1:13; 11:13), and since Paul thinks that he has been called by God to be 
the “apostle to the Gentiles” (1:5; 11:13; cf. Gal. 2:7–8), he may consider 
it his charge to speak pastorally to gentile believers whether they know 
him personally or not (15:15–16).

Major Themes in Romans

The letter is long and complex. Here we note some of its key themes.

Righteousness of God

Paul claims that the gospel he preaches (and summarizes in this letter) re-
veals “the righteousness of God” (1:17; cf. 3:21–22). This is a rich concept, for 
Paul is able to speak of righteousness as something that God displays (3:25), 
reckons (4:3, 6), and imparts (10:3). We will explore a bit more about the latter 
two concepts below, under the heading “Obedience of Faith.” For now, let us 
focus on the first: righteousness is something that God displays. Paul wants to 

Box 13.4

Phoebe, Prisca, Junia
The number and prominence of the women mentioned in Romans 16 is striking: ten are 

mentioned in verses 1, 3, 6, 7, 12, 13, 15. Three of these are especially noteworthy:

• Phoebe. Paul sends the letter with her and commends her to the congregation. He 

identifies her as a deacon in her home church and a benefactor of many (16:1–2).

• Prisca. She is singled out as one who, along with her husband, risked her life for Paul and 

earned the thanks of all churches of the gentiles (16:3). We hear of her elsewhere (Acts 

18:2, 18, 26; 1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19).

• Junia. She is said to be “prominent among the apostles” (16:7). Nineteenth-century 

scholars, perhaps unable to believe that Paul could have called a woman an apostle, 

treated the accusative Iounian in the Greek text as a form not of the female name 

“Junia” but of a male name “Junias”—a name for which there is no ancient evidence.
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