
cf. 2 Cor. 5:18–21). They are justified (made right with God) by faith (Rom. 
3:24–26; Gal. 2:16). They become children of God (Rom. 8:14–17; Gal. 4:4–7) 
and receive the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5; 8:9; 1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Cor. 1:21–22; 5:5; Gal. 
3:2–5; 4:6). Their lives are transformed in a way that can only be described 
as “a new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17).

Paul’s interest in Jesus seems to have focused especially on the last week of 
his life—his institution of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:23–26) and especially 
his death, burial, and resurrection (1 Cor. 15:3–7). Since Paul knew disciples of 
Jesus, as well as James the brother of Jesus, he must have known some of the 
stories about Jesus that we find in our Gospels and probably other stories as 
well. He does cite words or instructions of Jesus in a few places (1 Cor. 7:10–11; 
9:14; 11:23–25; 2 Cor. 12:9; cf. Acts 20:35), but for the most part he displays 
little interest in the details of Jesus’s earthly life and ministry. He never men-
tions, for instance, that Jesus told parables or that he worked miracles or that 
he had numerous arguments with the Pharisees over various matters of the law 
(a striking omission, since Paul himself is a Pharisee). Paul’s focus, rather, is 
on “Christ crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23) and on the risen Christ, who is Lord of all 
(Phil. 2:9–11). This, in fact, is what some scholars have in mind when they dub 
Paul “the real founder of Christianity.” They claim that Paul transformed the 
gospel from the message of Jesus (i.e., the message about the reign of God that 
Jesus preached; see Mark 1:14–15) to a message about Jesus. But Paul himself 
probably would have regarded his emphasis on the latter part of Jesus’s career 
as focusing on the events that brought to a climax everything that Jesus had 
sought to say and do in the years prior to those events.

new creation: an 
understanding of 
God’s saving activity 
according to which, 
through Christ, 
people are given a 
new life in a new 
age that has already 
begun.

Lord’s Supper: the 
ritual meal observed 
by Christians in a 
manner that com-
memorates Jesus’s 
last supper with his 
disciples.

Box 12.6

Effects of the Christ Event
One Pauline scholar sees Paul using ten different images for describing what God accom-

plished in Jesus Christ:

•	Justification. People stand before God acquitted and righteous (Rom. 3:21–26)

•	Salvation. People are rescued from evil and wrath (Rom. 5:9; Phil. 3:20)

•	Reconciliation. People are placed in a right relationship with God and one another 

(Rom. 5:10–11; 2 Cor. 5:18–19)

•	Expiation. People have their sins blotted out or wiped away (Rom. 3:25)

•	 Redemption. People are bought out of slavery to sin and death (Rom. 8:18–23; 1 Cor. 7:23)

•	Freedom. People are set free from sin, law, and self to live as God intended (Rom. 8:2; 

Gal. 5:1)

•	Sanctification. People are made holy (1 Cor. 1:2, 30; 6:11)

•	 Transformation. People are being changed into the image of God (Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18)

•	New creation. People are given a new life in a new age (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 2:20; 6:15)

•	Glorification. People share in the glory of God (Rom. 8:18, 21, 30; 1 Thess. 2:12)

See Joseph Fitzmyer, Paul and His Theology, 2nd ed. (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1989), 59–71.
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