
varying degrees of confidence for different letters (see box 12.5). Key issues (to 
be discussed in future chapters) include:

• Was Galatians written to southern Galatia or northern Galatia? This 
determines whether Galatians was one of Paul’s earlier or later letters.

• Were the “prison letters” Philemon and Philippians written when Paul was 
in Caesarea or in Rome (the only two places of imprisonment mentioned 
in Acts), or were they perhaps written from somewhere like Ephesus, for 
which no imprisonment is mentioned in Acts?

• Are the six disputed letters to be regarded as authentic compositions 
produced during Paul’s lifetime or as pseudepigraphic compositions pro-
duced after his death?

Box 12.5

Chronology of Paul’s Letters

Earliest Suggested 

Date

Latest Suggested 

Date

46–48 First Missionary Journey
Galatians—if addressed to “South Galatia”

46–49

49–51 Second Missionary Journey
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians—if authentic

50–52

52–57 Third Missionary Journey
Galatians—if addressed to “North Galatia”
Philemon—if from Ephesus
and Colossians and/or Ephesians—if authentic
Philippians—if from Ephesus
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Romans

54–58

57–59 Prisoner in Caesarea
Philemon—if from Caesarea
and Colossians and/or Ephesians—if authentic
Philippians—if from Caesarea

58–60

59–60 Prisoner in Rome
Philemon—if from Rome
and Colossians and/or Ephesians—if authentic
Philippians—if from Rome

61–63

62–64 “Second Career”
1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and/or Titus—if authentic

63–67

62 Death of Paul 67

62+ The Post-Pauline Era
2 Thessalonians—if pseudepigraphic
Colossians and/or Ephesians—if pseudepigraphic
1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and/or Titus—if pseudepigraphic

67+
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