
in jail at Philippi (16:23–26), the only references to imprisonment or shipwreck 
found in Acts come from a period of Paul’s life after the time when 2 Corin-
thians would have been written. Scholars are left to conclude that either Luke 
was restrained in reporting on Paul’s sufferings or that he simply did not know 
about many of these incidents.

Final Years

Paul’s undisputed letters tell us nothing certain about what happened after 
the period of his missionary work in the areas surrounding the Aegean Sea. In 
one of his later letters he says that he wants to come to Rome and hints that 
he would like for the church there to assist him with a westward missionary 
journey all the way to Spain (Rom. 15:22–24). But did that happen?

The book of Acts reports that, after the period of Paul’s great missionary 
work, he was arrested in Jerusalem, imprisoned for two years in Caesarea, and 
then, after a perilous sea voyage, was imprisoned for another two years in Rome 
(21:17–28:31). This information is generally accepted as a reliable postscript 
to what can be known about Paul’s life from his letters. Some scholars believe 

Box 12.4

Chronology of Paul’s Life
A number of factors make exact dates difficult to determine. Here we look at the earliest 

and the latest dates that are typically suggested by Pauline scholars.

Earliest Date Latest Date

Call to be an apostle of Christ 32 36

Initial time in Arabia and Damascus 32–35 36–39

First visit to Jerusalem 35 39

Interim years in Cilicia and Syria 35–45 40–45

Private meeting with church leaders 45 46

First missionary journey 46–48 46–49

Apostolic council 48 49

Second missionary journey
(includes one and a half years in Corinth)

49–51 50–52

Third missionary journey
(includes two and a half years in Ephesus)

52–57 54–58

Arrested in Jerusalem 57 58

Prisoner in Caesarea 57–59 58–60

Voyage to Rome 59–60 60–61

Prisoner in Rome 60–62 61–63

“Second career”
(not recognized by most scholars)

62–64 63–67

Death 62 67
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