
The relationship between Luke and Acts is especially close. Many scholars 
have noted that Luke appears to have outlined the two narratives in ways that 
are remarkably similar. In the Gospel, the ministry of Jesus begins when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon him; then Jesus preaches a sermon claiming that a 
text from Isaiah explains why this has happened. In Acts, the mission of the 
church begins when the Holy Spirit descends upon the believers at Pentecost; 
then Peter preaches a sermon claiming that a text from Joel explains why this 
has happened. For a list of these and other parallels between the two books, 
see box 10.4. What do these parallels mean, and why would Luke arrange the 
two books this way? Perhaps it was simply an artistic way of telling the stories. 
Possibly he hoped that the similarities would serve a mnemonic function, help-
ing people to remember key moments in the histories of Jesus and the church. 
Theologically, he may have wanted to present the church’s life and mission as 
a reduplication of the life and work of Jesus. At the very least, scholars agree, 
Luke wanted the two books to be read together.

Pentecost: a Jewish 
harvest festival at 
which, according to 
Acts 2, the Holy Spirit 
came upon 120 early 
followers of Jesus, 
empowering them 
for mission and caus-
ing them to speak in 
tongues.

Box 10.4

Parallels between Luke’s Gospel and the Book of Acts

Luke’s Gospel Acts

Preface to Theophilus (1:1–4) Preface to Theophilus (1:1–5)

Spirit descends on Jesus as he prays (3:21–22) Spirit comes to apostles as they pray (2:1–13)

Sermon declares prophecy fulfilled (4:16–27) Sermon declares prophecy fulfilled (2:14–40)

Jesus heals a lame man (5:17–26) Peter heals a lame man (3:1–10)

Religious leaders attack Jesus (5:29–6:11) Religious leaders attack apostles (4:1–8:3)

Centurion invites Jesus to his house (7:1–10) Centurion invites Peter to his house (10:1–23)

Jesus raises widow’s son from death (7:11–17) Peter raises widow from death (9:36–43)

Missionary journey to gentiles (10:1–12) Missionary journeys to gentiles (13:1–19:20)

Jesus travels to Jerusalem (9:51–19:28) Paul travels to Jerusalem (19:21–21:17)

Jesus is received favorably (19:37) Paul is received favorably (21:17–20)

Jesus is devoted to the temple (19:45–48) Paul is devoted to the temple (21:26)

Sadducees oppose Jesus, but scribes support him 
(20:27–39)

Sadducees oppose Paul, but Pharisees support him 
(23:6–9)

Jesus breaks bread and gives thanks (22:19) Paul breaks bread and gives thanks (27:35)

Jesus is seized by an angry mob (22:54) Paul is seized by an angry mob (21:30)

Jesus is slapped by high priest’s aides (22:63–64) Paul is slapped at high priest’s command (23:2)

Jesus is tried four times and declared innocent 
three times (22:66–23:13)

Paul is tried four times and declared innocent three 
times (23:1–26:32)

Jesus is rejected by the Jews (23:18) Paul is rejected by the Jews (21:36)

Jesus is regarded favorably by a centurion (23:47) Paul is regarded favorably by a centurion (27:43)

Final confirmation that Scriptures have been fulfilled 
(24:45–47)

Final confirmation that Scriptures have been fulfilled 
(28:23–28)
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