
work had any or all of these effects, but certain passages in the text itself point 
to a more general and transcendent purpose:

• “I say these things so that you may be saved” (5:34).
• “You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free” (8:32).
• “I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling” (16:1).

And the book concludes with an explicit indication of purpose:

• “These [things] are written so that you may come to believe [or, continue 
to believe] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name” (20:31).

We might say that the purpose of this Gospel is to do what it says Jesus came 
to do. Jesus came that people might be saved, set free, and kept from stumbling, 
and this Gospel seeks to inspire and sustain faith to those same ends. Jesus 
came so that people might have life (10:10), and this Gospel has been written 
so that people might have life in his name.

What Is Distinctive about the Gospel of John?

When asked to consider what is distinctive about John’s Gospel, we might be 
tempted to answer, “Everything!” This is only a slight exaggeration, since more 
than 90 percent of the material in this book is without parallel in any of the 
other three Gospels. Still, it is the same basic story that is being told, and the 
testimony of John’s Gospel is congruent with that of the Synoptic Gospels on 
all essential points: Jesus is the Messiah and Son of God; his life and teachings 
reveal God’s character and will for humanity; his death and resurrection bring 
forgiveness of sins; salvation is found through faith in him; and a godly life is 
obtained through obedience to his commandments.

Box 9.4

Possible Sources for John’s Gospel
• a “Signs Gospel” that recorded seven or eight miracle stories (2:1–12; 4:46–54; 5:1–9; 

6:1–13; 9:1–7; 11:1–44; 21:1–6; maybe 6:15–25) and may have included an account of 

the passion and resurrection

• a collection of remembrances of one called the “beloved disciple,” dealing mostly 

with the last week of Jesus’s life

• a body of material underlying the great discourses of Jesus, possibly sermons by the 

beloved disciple or another prominent member of the community

EXPLORE 9.4  
Distinctive Character-
istics of John’s Gospel

EXPLORE 9.7  
Comparison of John 
and the Synoptic 
Gospels

191What Is Distinctive about the Gospel of John?

_Powell_IntroNT2ed_BB_bb.indd   191 2/1/18   2:46 PM

Published by Baker Academic 
© 2018 Mark Allan Powell




