
material in Luke’s Gospel might be intended to prepare the readers for what 
is to come in the second volume.

Major Themes in the Gospel of Luke

Worship and Prayer

Luke’s Gospel opens (1:8) and closes (24:53) with scenes of people worship-
ing God in the temple at Jerusalem, and, as we have noted, this Gospel also 
includes several liturgical hymns (1:46–55, 67–79; 2:14, 29–32). All told, there 
are twenty references in Luke to people worshiping or giving thanks to God 
(1:46, 64; 2:13, 20, 28, 37; 4:15; 5:25, 26; 7:16; 13:13; 17:15, 16; 18:11; 18:43 
[twice]; 19:37; 23:47; 24:52, 53). This is far more than in any of the other Gos-
pels. Furthermore, only Luke contains a story scolding people for failing to 
give thanks (17:11–19), and only Luke presents the death of Jesus on the cross 
as an occasion for people to glorify God (23:47; cf. John 12:28).

Likewise, Jesus prays far more often in this Gospel than in any of the others. 
He often withdraws to do this alone (4:42; 5:16; 6:12). Prayer is mentioned in 
association with Jesus’s baptism (3:21) and transfiguration (9:28), and Jesus’s 
relationship with his disciples is governed by prayer: he prays before he chooses 
them (6:12), before he questions them about his identity (9:18), and before he 
predicts Peter’s denial (22:32). And it is only in this Gospel that Jesus’s disciples 
ask him to teach them to pray (11:1). He does so not only by teaching them 
the Lord’s Prayer (11:2–4)—found also in Matthew 6:9–13—but also through 
frequent encouragements to pray (18:1; 21:36; 22:40) and through parables 
about prayer not found anywhere else (11:5–8; 18:1–8, 9–14).

EXPLORE 8.36  
Expanding Mark: 
How Matthew and 
Luke Arranged Their 
Gospels

EXPLORE 8.5  
Worship in the Gos-
pel of Luke

Box 8.3

Excerpt from a Christmas Eve Sermon by Martin Luther
The inn was full. No one would release a room to this pregnant woman. She had to go to a cow stall 

and there bring forth the Maker of all creatures because nobody would give way.

Shame on you, wretched Bethlehem! The inn ought to have been burned with brimstone, for even 

though Mary had been a beggar maid or unwed, anybody at such a time would have been glad to 

give her a hand.

There are many of you in this congregation who think to yourselves: “If only I had been there! How 

quick I would have been to help the baby! I would have washed his linen! How happy I would have 

been to go with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in the manger!”

Yes you would! You say that because you know how great Christ is, but if you had been there at that 

time you would have done no better than the people of Bethlehem. Childish and silly thoughts are 

these!

Why don’t you do it now? You have Christ in your neighbor. You ought to serve Him, for what you do 

to your neighbor in need you do to the Lord Christ Himself.

Quoted in Roland H. Bainton, Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther (1950; repr., Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2009), 365.
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