
New Testament Themes [Philadelphia: Fortress, 1982], 28). Thus the escha-
tological urgency that characterizes Mark’s Gospel (see “What Is Distinctive 
about the Gospel of Mark?” in chap. 7) is muted here: Jesus is indeed coming 
back, but maybe (probably?) not for a long time. This is also a shift away from 
the apostle Paul’s perspective (Rom. 16:20; 1 Cor. 7:29; Phil. 4:5) and that of 
other New Testament writers (Heb. 10:37; James 5:8; Rev. 22:7, 12, 20) who 
seem to have assumed or at least hoped that Jesus would return within their 
own lifetimes. Luke has not abandoned that hope entirely, but, realistically, he 
seems to think that his readers are better served by “digging in for the long 
haul” and doing what they can to further God’s work here on earth (24:47). 
This reckoning with what some theologians call “the delay of the parousia” is 
compatible with Luke’s emphasis on present aspects of salvation: Christians 
should experience the consequences and manifestations of God’s saving power 
here and now rather than simply waiting for Christ to rescue them from an 
imperfect world or longing for bliss in a life to come.

Another idiosyncrasy of Luke’s Gospel is that it never directly connects sal-
vation to the death of Jesus on the cross. In this Gospel, Jesus does not refer to 

Box 8.6

Salvation in the Gospel of Luke
This chart lists the passages in Luke’s Gospel in which the words sōtēr (“savior”), sōtēria (“salva-

tion”), sōtērion (“salvation”), or sōzein (“to save”) are used.

Text
Who Is to Be 
Saved?

Of What Does  
Salvation Consist?

Who or What Brings 
Salvation?

How Is Salvation 
Received?

1:47 Mary blessedness (1:42, 48) God faith (1:45)

1:69, 71 Israel rescue from enemies God ———

1:77 the Lord’s people forgiveness John (1:76) ———

2:11 shepherds peace (2:24) Christ ———

2:30 all people revelation, glory Jesus (1:27) ———

3:6 all flesh forgiveness (3:3) John baptism

6:9 man with infirmity healing word of Jesus ———

7:50 sinner (7:37) forgiveness word of Jesus faith

8:12 ones along the path ——— word of God faith

8:36 demoniac exorcism word of Jesus ———

8:48 woman with infirmity healing power of Jesus faith

8:50 Jairus’s daughter resuscitation word of Jesus faith

9:24 whoever ——— ——— self-denial

13:23 a few feasting in God’s reign ——— effort

17:19 leper being made clean Jesus faith

18:26 who? entering God’s reign God ———

18:42 blind man reception of sight word of Jesus faith

19:9, 10 Zacchaeus being a child of Abraham Jesus renunciation

EXPLORE 8.14  
The Passion of Jesus 
in the Gospel of Luke

delay of the 
parousia: in theo-
logical studies, a 
term used for the 
problem faced by 
second-generation 
Christians who had 
to grapple with the 
fact that Jesus had 
not returned to his 
(original) followers as 
expected.
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