
Ministry to the Excluded or Disadvantaged

Luke’s Gospel shows special concern for outcasts, for victims of oppression, 
and for others who appear to be at a disadvantage in society. Its genealogy 
traces Jesus’s lineage back to Adam in order to emphasize his connection with 
all humanity (3:23–38). Jesus challenges parochial attitudes that would limit 
God’s care or blessings to any particular group or nation (4:24–27; cf. 2:32; 
3:6, 8), and he insists that the gospel proclaimed in his name be a message of 
hope for all people (24:47; cf. 2:32). Within this inclusive paradigm, those who 
might be despised or simply overlooked receive special attention. Thus we find 
an abundance of unique material in Luke that challenges prejudicial attitudes 
toward Samaritans (9:51–56; 10:29–37; 17:11–19) and tax collectors (15:1–2; 
18:9–14; 19:1–10; see also 5:27–32; 7:34).

This concern for the excluded may also explain the prominence of women in 
Luke’s Gospel. There are numerous stories involving female characters (1:26–66; 
2:36–38; 7:11–17, 36–50; 8:1–3, 42–48; 10:38–42; 11:27–28; 21:1–4; 23:27–31; 
23:55–24:11), and Luke seems to go out of his way to include parallel references 
that demonstrate how Jesus’s words and deeds apply to men and women alike 
(see box 8.4). A close connection is further established between “women and 
the word” in this Gospel: Mary the mother of Jesus is lauded three times on 
account of her faithfulness to the word (1:45; 8:21; 11:27–28; cf. 1:38); likewise, 
Mary the sister of Martha is defended and praised by Jesus for her decision to 
listen to his word (10:39, 42).

Luke’s prevailing concern, however, is for “the poor,” a category of people 
that seems to refer primarily to those who are economically deprived (though 
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Box 8.4

Male-Female Parallels in the Gospel of Luke

Male Female

1:5–25 annunciation to Zechariah 1:26–38 annunciation to Mary

1:67–79 song of Zechariah 1:46–56 song of Mary

2:25–35 prophecy of Simeon 2:36–38 prophecy of Anna

4:27 man from Syria 4:25–26 woman from Sidon

4:31–37 demon in man rebuked 4:38 fever in woman rebuked

5:19–26 desperate man forgiven 7:35–50 desperate woman forgiven

6:12–16 list of male followers 8:1–3 list of female followers

7:1–10 man’s servant saved from death 7:11–17 widow’s son saved from death

11:32 men of Nineveh 11:31 queen of the South

13:18–19 man with a mustard seed 13:20–21 woman with yeast

14:1–4 man healed on Sabbath 13:10–17 woman healed on Sabbath

15:4–7 man loses a sheep 15:8–10 woman loses a coin

17:34 two men asleep 17:35 two women at mill
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