
this book as “Matthew” anyway; it is traditional and convenient to do so, and 
no one knows what else to call him.

What we can know about this author must be surmised from the work 
itself. He obviously is a devout and educated Christian. He knows the Jewish 
Scriptures well and uses them in ways that might suggest some scribal training. 
Thus he is almost certainly a Jewish Christian, and perhaps he is a converted 
rabbi or synagogue leader. Among all of our Gospel authors, Matthew alone 
is adamant about reporting that the original ministry of Jesus was directed 
solely to Israel (10:5–6; 15:24; cf. 28:18–20).

As for date, his use of the phrase “to this day” (27:8; 28:15) implies that he 
is writing a generation or more after the time of Jesus (cf. Gen. 26:33; 2 Sam. 
6:8), and his use of the Gospel of Mark indicates that he is writing after the 
publication and distribution of that book (usually thought to have been writ-
ten around 65–73). A number of matters in Matthew’s Gospel reflect the sort 
of concerns that Jewish people were dealing with in the decades after the de-
struction of the Jerusalem temple in 70 CE (cf. 24:1–2): How is God present 
with us? What is the continuing value of the Torah? How and when will God’s 
promises to Israel be fulfilled?

The author of Matthew also seems to favor material that would appeal to 
people who lived in a more urban and prosperous setting than that of Jesus 

Box 6.1

Material Unique to Matthew’s Gospel
This corresponds to what scholars sometimes refer to as the “M” material (see box 5.10).

Genealogy of Jesus (from 
Abraham)

1:2–17

Birth of Jesus (with focus 
on Joseph)

1:18–25

Visit of the magi 2:1–12

Flight to Egypt 2:13–21

On fulfilling the law 5:17–20

The antitheses 5:21–24, 27–28, 
33–38, 43

On practicing piety 6:1–15, 16–18

Pearls before swine 7:6

Mission limited to Israel 10:5–6

Invitation to rest 11:28–30

Parables: weeds, treasure, 
pearl, net

13:24–30, 36–52

Peter tries to walk on 
water

14:28–31

Blessing of Peter 16:17–19

Peter pays the temple tax 17:24–27

Recovering the sinful 
member

18:15–20

Peter asks about 
forgiveness

18:21–22

Parable of unforgiving 
servant

18:23–35

Parable of laborers in 
vineyard

20:1–16

Parable of two sons 21:28–32

Prohibition of titles 23:7–12

Denunciations of Pharisees 23:15–22

Parable of bridesmaids 25:1–13

Description of last 
judgment

25:31–46

Death of Judas 27:3–10

Pilate washes his hands 27:24–25

Resuscitation of saints 27:52–53

Guard at the tomb 27:62–66; 28:11–15

The Great Commission 28:16–20
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The Community of 
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