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In any case, the presence of such
Jude associates the intruders who have
people in the community has proved
stolen into the church with six notorious exdivisive (v. 19), which implies that the
amples from Jewish tradition:
intruders have garnered support from
• Israelites in the wilderness (v. 5; cf. Num.
some members of the church. In fact,
14; 1 Cor. 10:1–11; Heb. 3:7–19)
most scholars believe that at least some
• angels who mated with women on
of these troublemakers present themearth (v. 6; cf. Gen. 6:1–4; 1 Enoch 6–8)
selves as teachers in the church. They
• citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah (v. 7;
might be itinerant prophets who travel
cf. Gen. 19)
from church to church making converts
• Cain (v. 11; cf. Gen. 4:1–16; Heb. 11:4;
and charging fees for their services (see
1 John 3:12)
v. 11; cf. v. 16 with Rom. 16:18). Thus
• Balaam (v. 11; cf. Num. 22–24; Rev. 2:14)
the issue is not simply one of dealing
• Korah (v. 11; cf. Num. 16)
with wayward Christians who fail to live
as they should; rather, these people are
actively promoting an understanding of
the faith that supports their appalling lifestyle. The Letter of Jude seeks to address this crisis. Its purpose is stated clearly: to appeal to the readers to contend
for the faith that was delivered to them by the apostles (vv. 3, 17–18).

Major Themes in Jude
The Certainty of Judgment
The first and most prominent thing that Jude wants to say is that the fate of
the false believers is sealed: they were designated long ago for condemnation
(v. 4). The judgment of God upon them is inevitable (vv. 13–15). In order to
drive this point home, he reminds his readers of how God has judged infamous
sinners of the past (see box 29.2). The current batch of troublemakers belongs
on the same list and is likewise destined for eternal fire (v. 7) or deepest darkness
(v. 13). Jude makes no attempt to argue with his opponents. He doesn’t even
call them to repentance. Like an Old Testament prophet, he simply pronounces
a “woe” against them, and that’s that. The church should, of course, have a
merciful attitude toward all sinners, but in the case of these false believers, such
mercy must be exercised with caution; the greater concern is to rescue those
who might come under their influence (vv. 22–23).
The Apostolic Faith
The positive affirmation in Jude is for readers to build themselves up in their
“most holy faith” (v. 20), which is the faith that has been entrusted to the saints
“once for all” (v. 3; cf. Acts 2:42; Rom. 6:17; 1 Tim. 4:6; 2 Tim. 1:13; 4:3; Titus

EXPLORE 29.10
Who Were the Troublemakers Denounced by Jude?

Major Themes in Jude
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