Rome but before Nero began his violent attacks on believers (given the remarks
about the emperor in 2:13–14). Or we might say that it was written after Paul
wrote his letter to the Romans (since Paul does not include Peter among the
persons whom he greets in the city, Peter probably was not in Rome at the time)
but before Paul was brought to Rome under house arrest (since 1 Peter does not
mention Paul or provide any update on his situation, Paul probably was not in
the city at the time). On the other hand, if 1 Peter is pseudepigraphic, it could
have been written almost anytime in the latter three decades of the first century,
though a time before 89 may seem more likely (given the remarks in 2:13–14),
since that is when Domitian began to vent his hostility toward Christians.
In either case, the letter addresses gentile Christians in Asia Minor who are
suffering for their faith. It seeks to provide them with apostolic encouragement
from a revered leader, the apostle Peter, who knows a thing or two about suffering (5:1) and who can testify to them about God’s grace and exhort them,
with integrity, to remain steadfast.

Major Themes in 1 Peter
Suffering Abuse for Christ
Numerous texts in 1 Peter refer to abuse that the readers are suffering. Most
of the references seem to imply “verbal abuse”: Christians are maligned as
though they are evildoers (2:12; cf. 3:16) and reviled for bearing the name of
Christ (4:14; cf. 4:16). In a culture that prioritized honor and shame as pivotal
social values, such defamation would be experienced as more than mere annoyance: these Christians have experienced a loss of status and social reputation.
In some instances, the abuse may also have turned physical, as in the case of
Box 26.3

Silvanus and Mark in 1 Peter
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Two of Paul’s colleagues appear to be associated with the writing of 1 Peter.
• Silvanus. The letter from Peter is to be delivered to churches by Silvanus (5:12). This probably is
the same Silvanus (= Silas) who, according to the book of Acts, previously was entrusted with
delivering a different circular letter following the apostolic council (see Acts 15:22–29). Elsewhere in the New Testament, Silvanus/Silas is closely linked with Paul (Acts 15:40; 17:14–15; 18:5;
2 Cor. 1:19) and is even listed as coauthor of two Pauline letters (1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1).
• Mark. Peter sends greetings to the churches from Mark, who is identified as Peter’s “son”
(5:13). The latter ascription usually has been taken metaphorically, and this “Mark” traditionally has been identified with John Mark, whose mother knew Peter in Jerusalem (Acts 12:11–
12). This Mark, a relative of Barnabas (Col. 4:10), had also been a colleague of Paul for a
time, but Paul became dissatisfied with him and replaced him with none other than Silvanus/
Silas (see Acts 12:25; 15:37, 39; cf. 2 Tim. 4:11; Philem. 24).
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