
God) is unique to Hebrews. The book makes clear that Jesus did not sin (4:15) 
but nevertheless alleges that a prolonged process of testing (4:15) and suffering 
(5:7–9) brought Jesus to progressive levels of faithfulness that marked growth 
in obedience and, eventually, perfection.

The humanity of Christ is theologically significant in this book because

• being human allows Christ to suffer and die and thus to offer an ultimate 
sacrifice for sin and destroy the power of death (2:14–15; 7:27);

• being human enables Christ to identify with human beings in every respect 
so that he is able to sympathize mercifully with the weak and wayward 
(2:17; 4:15; cf. 5:1–2); and

• being human allows Christ to become a credible example for others who 
suffer testing and must persevere as he did (12:1–3).

Jesus as High Priest

One of the most striking aspects of Hebrews is its prominent identification of 
Jesus as high priest (2:17; 3:1; 4:14; 5:5, 10; 6:20; 7:26; 8:1; 9:11; 10:21). At first, 

Box 24.6

Perfection in Hebrews
The Letter to the Hebrews often speaks of perfection:

• We (the readers) are encouraged to “go on toward perfection” (6:1).

• The hope of being made perfect was not fulfilled for even the most faithful heroes of 

the Bible (11:40).

• Religious rules and rituals cannot make people perfect (7:11, 19; 9:9; 10:1).

What can we do?

• Jesus Christ is the “perfecter of our faith” (12:2).

• Christ himself was made perfect (2:10; 5:8–9; 7:28).

• Then, by a single offering (his death), Christ made perfect for all time those who are 

sanctified by him (10:14).

• The spirits of the righteous enrolled in heaven have now been made perfect by Christ 

(12:23), and we look forward to joining them (13:14).

The perfection envisioned here is not simply or primarily moral perfection; Jesus was 

without sin (4:15), but he still needed to be made perfect. Rather, the idea is comple-

tion—people becoming all that they are meant to be. The discipline of learning obedience 

through suffering contributes to a process of perfection here on earth (5:8–9; 12:11), but this 

is but a temporal realization of the complete and more glorious salvation that has been ac-

complished in the heavenly realm.

See David Peterson, Hebrews and Perfection: An Examination of the Concept of Perfection in the “Epistle to the Hebrews” (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982).
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