
us with one of the most astonishing 
mixed metaphors of all time: Jesus 
is both the priest and the sacrifice; 
he offers his own sinless blood, 
which is obviously a much greater 
sacrifice than the blood of sheep or 
goats (9:12–14; 10:4–10; 13:12). He 
does so, furthermore, in the superior 
heavenly sanctuary rather than in an 
earthly tabernacle (8:1–2; 9:24). So 
we have a better priest offering a 
better sacrifice in a better sanctuary. 
The result is that the priestly min-
istry of Jesus offers a once-for-all 
purification from sin; it never needs 
to be repeated (9:25–26), and since 
the need for subsequent sacrifices 
has been eradicated, the entire sac-
rificial system is rendered obsolete. 
The ministry of Jesus as high priest 
continues, however, as he offers heav-
enly intercession for his followers, 
supporting them before God with 
prayer and supplication (7:25).

Rest

The Letter to the Hebrews uses the concept of “divine rest” as an image for 
salvation (4:1–11). It speaks of the “rest” that God promised to Israel in the 
biblical stories of Moses and Joshua—the rest that Israel was to experience 
after the exodus and conquest of Canaan. Subsequent history has made clear 
that this rest was not received. Quoting Psalm 95:7–11, the author of Hebrews 
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Fig. 24.3. Jesus the high priest. (© Radiant Light / Bridgeman 
Images)

Box 24.7

Two Favorite Terms in Hebrews
Eternal

• eternal salvation (5:9)

• eternal judgment (6:2)

• eternal redemption (9:12)

• eternal Spirit (9:14)

• eternal inheritance (9:15)

• eternal covenant (13:20)

Heavenly

• heavenly calling (3:1)

• heavenly gift (6:4)

• heavenly sanctuary (8:5)

• heavenly things (9:23)

• heavenly country (11:16)

• heavenly Jerusalem (12:22)
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