Colossians and Philemon
Similarities

¢ Both Colossians and Philemon are said to be written from prison (Col. 4:3, 18; cf. 1:24;
Philem. 9, 10, 13).

¢ Both are said to be coauthored by Paul and Timothy (Col. 1:1; Philem. 1).

* Both letters mention many of the same individuals: Archippus (Col. 4:17; Philem. 2), On-
esimus (Col. 4:9; Philem. 10), Epaphras (Col. 1:7; 4:12-13; Philem. 23), Mark (Col. 4:10;
Philem. 24), Aristarchus (Col. 4:10; Philem. 24), Demas (Col. 4:14; Philem. 24), and Luke
(Col. 4:14; Philem. 24).

Differences

¢ Philemon indicates that Epaphras is in prison with Paul, and Aristarchus is not (23-24);
Colossians gives the impression that it is the other way around (4:10, 12).

e Colossians makes no mention of an impending visit from Paul, while Philemon indicates
that Paul hopes to come to visit soon (22).





