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Titus was a gentile Christian, possibly from Antioch, who was brought to Jerusalem by Paul and
Barnabas as a sort of test case for the church in deciding whether gentile converts to Christianity
needed to be circumcised (Gal. 2:1–3). The extent of his involvement with Paul’s subsequent missionary work is unknown, but Paul did come to regard him as a “partner and co-worker” (2 Cor.
8:23), and he appears to have been with Paul during portions of what is called the third missionary journey. In the mid-50s Paul sent him from Ephesus to Corinth, carrying a painful letter that
Paul had written to that church. He was successful in mediating a reconciliation between Paul
and the congregation, and he brought Paul news of this in Macedonia (see 2 Cor. 2:4, 13; 7:6–8,
13–15). Later, Titus would return to the Corinthian church as one of the agents responsible for
administering the offering Paul was collecting for Jerusalem (2 Cor. 8:6, 16–18, 23; 9:5; cf. 12:18).
We know nothing else for certain, though there are references in the Pastoral Letters to Titus conducting ministry in Dalmatia (2 Tim. 4:10) and in Crete (Titus 1:5).

himself wholeheartedly to learning and teaching the Scriptures (3:10–17). The
need for Timothy’s diligence and persistence in such faithful ministry is made
more urgent by the certainty of God’s judgment (4:1–5) and by the fact that
Paul’s own days on earth are coming to an end (4:6–8). As the letter winds to
a close, it offers some personal instructions and provides updated information
regarding various individuals and circumstances (4:9–18). It concludes with
greetings and a benediction (4:19–22).
Titus
The letter opens with an unusually expansive salutation, which identifies the
writer as Paul (1:1–4). The author indicates that Titus is to appoint elders in
the towns of Crete and lists qualifications for the office of bishop (1:5–9). These
instructions segue into a description of the corrupt persons whom the bishops
will need to refute (1:10–16), followed by specific advice regarding what Titus is
to say to older men, older women, younger men, and slaves (2:1–10). The letter
then provides a stirring summary of the gospel and its consequences for human
behavior (2:11–14). Titus is exhorted to declare these things in a manner that is
both authoritative and tactful (2:15–3:2). This leads to a second summary of the
gospel message, one that provides personal testimony to the salvation that Paul and
Titus share in Christ (3:3–7). Titus is to insist on this message and avoid “stupid
controversies” and things that cause divisions (3:8–11). The letter concludes with
some discussion of future plans, final greetings, and a benediction (3:12–15).

Historical Background
Timothy and Titus, to whom these letters are addressed, are known to us from
other references in the New Testament. Both were among Paul’s inner circle
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