
2 Timothy

The letter opens with a salutation and greeting (1:1–2). The author (identi-
fied as Paul) gives thanks for the faith of Timothy (1:3–5) and offers words of 
encouragement for his continued zeal (1:6–7). Timothy is told not to be ashamed 
of Paul’s gospel or of the suffering that it brings (1:8–14). Paul’s status as a 
prisoner has caused many to turn away, but Timothy should follow the posi-
tive examples of Paul and a certain Onesiphorus (1:15–18). Indeed, Timothy 
is charged with seeing that Paul’s teaching gets passed on (2:1–2). He is urged 
to faithfulness with analogies from daily life (a soldier, an athlete, a farmer) 
and with lines quoted from a Christian confession or hymn (2:3–13). Timothy 
is to avoid those things that have been the downfall of false teachers, and he 
is to strive for the qualities that will allow God to use him as a favored vessel 
(2:14–26). He is warned about distressing times to come and of false teachers 
who will take advantage of others during those times (3:1–9). As things go 
from bad to worse, he must remember Paul’s own life and ministry and commit 

Box 22.1

Timothy: A Biographical Sketch
Timothy, the son of a gentile man and a Jewish woman, lived in the town of Lystra in south-

eastern Asia Minor; his mother was a believer, but his father was not (Acts 16:1). Timothy 

embraced the Christian faith, and Paul recruited him as a companion for his second mis-

sionary journey, circumcising him so as not to offend the Jews (Acts 16:3). Toward the end 

of that journey, Paul sent him back to Macedonia to strengthen the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 

3:2). Timothy then rejoined Paul in Corinth, bringing him good news about the Thessalonian 

church (Acts 18:5; 1 Thess. 3:6) and helping him to evangelize the Corinthians (2 Cor. 1:19). 

Later, he accompanied Paul on his third missionary journey and thus was with Paul during his 

lengthy stay in Ephesus (Acts 19). Paul sent him once again to Macedonia (Acts 19:22) and 

repeatedly to Corinth (1 Cor. 4:17; 16:10). Timothy later spent a winter with Paul in Corinth 

(from which Romans was written; see Rom. 16:21) and then went on to Troas, where Paul 

spent a week with him on his way to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4–5).

After this we lose track of Timothy. He may have continued ministering in Troas, where 

Paul’s own work had been cut short due to crises in Corinth (2 Cor. 2:12–13). Later on he 

may have gone to Rome to be of service to Paul during his imprisonment there (see Phil. 1:1; 

Col. 1:1; 4:10; Philem. 1 [but were these letters written from Rome?]). He himself may have 

been imprisoned at some time (see Heb. 13:23), but we have no information as to when or 

where this would have been.

The two letters addressed to Timothy add only minor details to this portrait: his mother’s 

name was Eunice, and his grandmother, also a believer, was named Lois (2 Tim. 1:5); he 

was young in comparison to Paul (1 Tim. 4:12; 5:1); he suffered from frequent illnesses (1 Tim. 

5:23); and he had received a spiritual gift through prophecy and the laying on of hands 

(1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6).

In artwork, Timothy is often depicted as holding a rod or bat because, according to one 

church tradition, he was beaten to death by opponents at the age of eighty.
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