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Faith, Love, and Hope
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Paul mentions faith, love, and hope at the beginning and the end of 1 Thessalonians:
• “We always give thanks . . . constantly remembering . . . your work of faith and labor of
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1:2–3).
• “Put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation”
(5:8).
Paul talks about “faith, hope, and love” in 1 Corinthians 13:13, and he lists “love” last
because, he says, it is the most important of the three. In 1 Thessalonians, however, he lists
“hope” last because, for this church at this time, the message of hope seems to be what is
most important. Paul says that Timothy has brought him a good report regarding the Thessalonians’ “faith and love” (3:6), but he does not mention any good report about them
excelling in hope. When he goes on to say that he wants to restore what is lacking in their
faith (3:10), many interpreters assume that he is speaking of the missing element of hope.
The Thessalonians are famous for their faith (1:8), and they abound in love (3:12; 4:9–10),
but they need to be encouraged with a message of hope (4:13, 18).

Thessalonians were standing firm in the Lord (3:8), and they continued to think
well of Paul and his companions (3:6).
It was in response to this news that Paul (with Silas and Timothy) wrote
the letter that we know as 1 Thessalonians. The date for the letter’s composition is somewhere between 49 and 52, if we assume that he is writing “a short
time” after founding the church (see 2:17). By now he is probably in the city
of Corinth, living with his friends and fellow tentmakers Aquila and Priscilla
and spending days in the Corinthian marketplace attempting to replicate the
evangelistic success that he had achieved in Philippi and Thessalonica (see
Acts 18:1–4).
The primary purpose of Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians is to celebrate
and cement the good relationship that he has with the believers in the community. The letter has a general tone of “reminding,” alerting the Thessalonians
to the continued relevance of what they have seen and heard and know to be
true (see box 20.1). But Paul also wants to respond to one new matter that has
come up, a question that has precipitated a faith crisis within the community.
Not surprisingly, it is a question involving the Thessalonians’ favorite subject:
the second coming of Christ.

Major Themes in 1 Thessalonians
The Conduct of Paul’s Ministry
Paul reminds the Thessalonians of the way he and his companions behaved
(1:5; 2:1–12). They showed courage in the midst of opposition (2:2) and did not
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