transformation that occurred in the lives of the letters’ recipients: the Thessalonians responded to the gospel by turning to God from idols and, despite
persecution, became an inspiring example to believers everywhere (1:4–10). Paul
reminds them of the purity and integrity with which he conducted his ministry
among them (2:1–12), and also of the conviction with which they accepted the
gospel as the very word of God (2:13). He tells them that the suffering that they
have had to endure from gentiles is analogous to what Christian Jews have had
to experience from Jews who reject Christ (2:14–16). Although he regrets not
having been able to visit them, he has received word from Timothy of their
continuing steadfastness (2:17–3:10). Paul concludes this “thanksgiving” portion of his letter with a threefold benediction (3:11–13). He then offers the
Thessalonians advice on a few matters. He reminds them that they must be
pure and holy with regard to sexuality (4:1–8). He says that they should live
quiet, productive lives, marked by mutual love for other believers and commendable behavior toward outsiders (4:9–12). Paul then takes up a topic that
apparently has been troubling the Thessalonians: the fate of those who have
died. He assures them that the departed will not miss out on the resurrection,
or even on the parousia (the second coming of Christ): when Christ returns, the
dead in Christ will rise to meet him in the air, and then believers who are alive
will be caught up in the air to join them (4:13–18). Exactly when and how this
will occur cannot be known, but the assurance is that both those who live and
those who die in Christ are destined for salvation (5:1–11). Having offered this
Box 20.1

Evangelical Reminders
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One striking characteristic of 1 Thessalonians is the number of times that Paul reminds his readers
of things that they already know.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“You know what kind of persons we proved to be” (1:5).
“You yourselves know . . . our coming to you was not in vain” (2:1).
“As you know, we had courage in our God” (2:2).
“As you know . . . we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed” (2:5).
“You remember our labor and toil” (2:9).
“You are witnesses . . . how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was” (2:10).
“As you know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with his children” (2:11).
“You yourselves know that this is what we are destined for” (3:3).
“We told you beforehand that we were to suffer . . . so it turned out, as you know” (3:4).
“You know what instructions we gave you” (4:2).
“The Lord is an avenger . . . as we have already told you” (4:6).
“Concerning love . . . you do not need to have anyone write to you” (4:9).
“Work with your hands, as we directed you” (4:11).
“Concerning the times and seasons . . . you do not need to have anything written to you” (5:1).
“You yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief” (5:2).
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