
Ecology

The Letter to the Colossians gives ample consideration to the place of human 
beings in the universe and to the relationship of people to their environment. 
Whatever the specific concerns of the original author might have been, modern 
interpreters have found the book to be a pivotal text for consideration of eco-
logical issues. Theologians and scientists have found its “cosmic Christology” 
provocative for an era in which we know infinitely more about the vastness of 
space and time than anyone knew when this letter was composed. Ecological 
awareness, furthermore, is driven by the Colossian position that everything 
in heaven and on earth was created through Christ, in Christ, and for Christ 
(1:16). Although there is a directive here that believers are not to focus their 
minds on earthly concerns (3:2), there is also the remarkable affirmation that 
Christ is the one in whom all things in the universe (including the natural en-
vironment) “hold together” (1:17). The reasoning for many theologians, then, 
goes something like this: if Christ is responsible for keeping the environment 
sound (holding it together), and if the church is the body of which Christ is the 
head (1:18; 2:19), then the church must view the protection and preservation 
of the natural world as a primary calling. Believers are to “seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is” (3:1), but if it is Christ’s agenda to maintain the 
coherence of all things created through him and for him, then caring for the 
earth becomes a heavenly concern.

Conclusion

The Letter to the Colossians has contributed significantly to the development 
of Christian doctrine, especially Christology. While Protestant Christianity has 
often looked on Romans and Galatians as the theological high points in the 
Pauline corpus, Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox traditions have tended 

Box 19.8

Archippus the Procrastinator?
It has become a bit of a puzzle and source for jokes in New Testament studies: What was Archip-

pus’s unfinished task?

Archippus appears to have been a family member of Philemon who lived in or near Colossae. 

Paul calls him a “fellow soldier” in his personal letter to Philemon (v. 2).

In Colossians, he is the only member of the community to be mentioned by name, and this 

is only because he is to receive a private message from Paul: “Say to Archippus, ‘See that you 

complete the task you received in the Lord’” (4:17).

Is this simple encouragement or a discreet rebuke? Has Archippus been slow to fulfill some 

duty? This was, and remains, a private matter, but interpreters throughout the ages have taken 

the word to Archippus as a directive for all procrastinators.

mystics: practitio-
ners of mysticism, a 
Christian tradition 
in which believers 
seek union with God 
through prayer and 
contemplation in a 
manner that tran-
scends intellectual 
explanation.

EXPLORE 19.22  
Colossians and the 
Nicene Creed
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