
a few words regarding the collection that he is taking for Jerusalem (16:1–4) 
and concludes the letter with comments on travel plans (16:5–12) and some 
final exhortations and greetings (16:13–24).

Historical Background

In New Testament times, much of modern-day Greece was divided into two 
Roman provinces, Macedonia and Achaia (see map 14.1). The capital of Mace-
donia was Thessalonica, and the capital of Achaia was Corinth, one of the 
largest and most prosperous cities of the ancient world. Corinth, about fifty 
miles from Athens, often was viewed as a crass antithesis to that intellectual 
center. The city, after all, had been settled by freed slaves as recently as 44 BCE. 
A poet of the day summed up what may have been a popular sentiment: “What 
inhabitants, O luckless city, have you received? . . . Alas for the great calam-
ity to Greece! . . . Such a crowd of scoundrelly slaves!” (Crinagoras, Greek 
Anthology 9.284).

Still, Corinth had what seemed to be an ideal location. The city was situated 
on a narrow strip of land: the Adriatic Sea lay to the west and the Aegean Sea 
to the east. Several Roman emperors proposed cutting a canal across the isth-
mus to allow ships to pass back and forth from Italy to Asia. The Corinthians 

Box 14.1

Point/Counterpoint in 1 Corinthians
Paul is engaged in dialogue with the Corinthians, sometimes quoting things that they have 

said to him and then responding to them. His response qualifies or rejects the Corinthian 

viewpoint that he has just described. Here are a few examples:

The Corinthians Say Paul Responds

6:12 “All things are lawful.” “Not all things are beneficial.”

6:13 “Food is meant for the stomach, and the 
stomach for food” (i.e., it is only natural to 
satisfy one’s appetites).

“God will destroy both” (i.e., God will judge 
people who satisfy sinful appetites).

7:1–5 “It is well for a man not to touch a woman” 
(i.e., even married persons should practice 
celibacy).

Husbands and wives should grant each 
other “conjugal rights,” lest there be tempta-
tion to sexual immorality.

8:1 “All of us possess knowledge.” “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”

For other examples, see 8:4, 8; 9:4; 10:23. Some scholars also think that the words about 

women keeping silent in church in 14:34–35 describe the Corinthians’ own view rather than 

that of Paul (whose responses would then come in 14:36); otherwise, those comments seem 

to be in tension with 1 Corinthians 11:5, Paul’s attitude in Galatians 3:28, and reports in Acts 

2:17–18; 21:9.
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