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Two verses from Paul’s letter to the Romans:
• “We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now” (8:22).
• “All things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose” (8:28).
From The Return of the Native by Thomas Harvey (1878):
• Clym bemoans the travails of life: “I get up every morning and see the whole creation
groaning and travailing in pain, as St. Paul says.”
From Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë (1847):
• Joseph the servant exclaims, “Thank Hivin for all! All warks togither for gooid tuh them as is
chozzen, and piked aht forr’ th’ rubbidge! Yah knaw what t’ Scripture ses.”

Conclusion
A prominent Roman Catholic scholar once said that it would be only “a slight
exaggeration to say that Western Christianity is divided into Catholic and
Protestant churches today because of Paul’s letter to the Romans and disputes
over how it is to be interpreted” (Raymond E. Brown, An Introduction to the
New Testament [New York: Doubleday, 1997], 559). In fact, the first Protestant
textbook on Christian doctrine ever written organized its topics according
to an outline of Romans (Philipp Melanchthon, Loci communes, published
in 1521). In the twentieth century, the theological giant Karl Barth began his
program of neoorthodoxy with a commentary on Romans (1933). And in the
present day, Paul’s letter to the Romans is usually regarded as “home base”
for Lutheran theologians, though it is vigorously studied by Christians of all
persuasions. The most widely used and highly respected critical commentaries on the letter include volumes by a Roman Catholic (Joseph Fitzmyer), two
Methodists (James Dunn, Robert Jewett), and two Baptists (Douglas Moo,
Thomas Schreiner). Clearly the letter has been a theological sounding board
for Christians of all persuasions.
In addition to the themes touched on in this chapter, Paul’s letter to “God’s
beloved in Rome” (1:7) gets consulted for theological questions regarding baptism (6:3–4), original sin (5:12–21), predestination (8:29–30; 9:11–12; 11:25–26),
and numerous other subjects. Despite the heady character of this letter, however, faith was not just an intellectual exercise for Paul. He expects those who
believe the gospel that he presents here to be “transformed by the renewing
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