
emphasize that what God does through Jesus Christ demonstrates that God is 
righteous. In showing grace to all humanity, God displays the righteous qualities 
of faithfulness and generosity: God is faithful to the covenant made with Israel 
because God gives Jews a means of salvation through faith in their Messiah 
(3:3–4). And God is generous beyond all measure in offering this same means 
of salvation to gentiles. Paul says that such faithfulness and generosity prove 
God’s love (5:8), and the greatness of that love is seen in the means through 
which God’s gracious salvation of the undeserving is accomplished: Christ 
died for the ungodly (5:6), giving his very life to reconcile with God those who 
at the time were God’s enemies (5:10).

Justification by Grace

Paul declares in Romans that people are justified by faith (3:28; 5:1), a point 
that also figures heavily in his letter to the Galatians (see Gal. 2:16; 3:24). The 
term justification derives from the covenant language of Israel: to be justified 
means to be in a right relationship with God. Justification is closely related 
to forgiveness (cf. Rom. 3:26 with 4:6–8), but it is more than mere acquittal; it 
implies and effects the restoration of a relationship. It is, in that sense, more 
closely linked to reconciliation (Rom. 5:8–11; cf. 2 Cor. 5:18–21). Paul says that 
people are justified or put in a right relationship with God by faith. The Christian 
doctrine of “justification by grace” or “justification by faith” derives from this 
teaching of Paul, usually assuming that “faith” implies trust in God’s gracious, 
unmerited favor. Some interpreters, however, have noted that the Greek word 
translated as “faith” (pistis) in English Bibles can also mean “faithfulness.” 

Box 13.5

Some Key Verses in Romans
These passages underscore some of the key points Paul makes in his letter to the Romans.

• “I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has 

faith” (1:16).

• “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (3:23).

• “The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(6:23).

• “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (8:1).

• “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called ac-

cording to his purpose” (8:28).

• “I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (8:38–39).

• “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds” 

(12:2).

• “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (12:21).

righteousness of 
God: in Paul’s writ-
ings, the essential 
quality of God 
comprising justice, 
faithfulness, love, and 
generosity, which 
God graciously 
imparts to others 
through faith.

justification by 
grace: the idea or 
doctrine that God 
has acted graciously 
through Jesus Christ 
in a manner that 
allows people to be 
put right with God 
through faith.
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