that Christians who suffer for their faith are actually sharing in the sufferings of Christ (3:10). The experience bonds them to Christ in a way that
makes them “like him in his death,” which in turn enables them to know
the power of his resurrection (3:10–11). For this reason, Paul tells the
Philippians that they may view their suffering for Christ as a favor
from God: it is a privilege that God has granted them (1:29; cf.
Acts 5:41).
Fellowship
Paul stresses Christian “fellowship” (Greek, koinōnia; used
in 1:5; 2:1; 3:10) in this letter, first with regard to the fellowship that he shares with the Philippians, and second with regard to the fellowship that he wants them to have with one
another. Scholars have often noted that this letter exhibits
a strong penchant for Greek words that begin with the
prefix syn- (meaning “together” or “with,” similar to
the English prefix co-). Paul attaches this prefix to all
sorts of words throughout the letter, to verbs such as
“struggle” (1:27; 4:3) and “rejoice” (2:17, 18), and to
nouns such as “sharer” (1:7), “soul” (2:2), “soldier”
(2:25), and “imitator” (3:17). In 4:3 four different
words bear the syn- prefix, such that the verse might
be translated, “I urge you, my co-companion, to
co-assist these women, for they have co-struggled
with me in the gospel, together with Clement and
the rest of my co-workers.” Clearly Paul wants to
emphasize for the Philippians that “we are all in this
together.” No other church has shared with him in
“the matter of giving and receiving”
Box 18.6
as this one has done
Friendship and Sharing
(4:15); they are his
partners in the gospel
“The proverb says, ‘the possessions of
friends are shared’—and it says this
(1:5) who share in God’s
correctly, for friendship consists in shargrace with him (1:7).
ing, and siblings and comrades hold all
In other letters, Paul often
things in common” (Aristotle, Nicomadescribes his relationship with
chean Ethics 8.9.1–2).*
the recipients as that of a father
addressing his children (1 Cor. 4:14;
“All who believed were together and
2 Cor. 6:13; 12:14; Gal. 4:19; 1 Thess.
had all things in common” (Acts 2:44).
2:11; cf. Philem. 10); in this letter, Paul
*Quoted in Robert H. Gundry, A Survey of the New Testa-
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ment, 5th ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012), 341.
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