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Church of Joy

In Acts, Luke emphasizes joy as a primary characteristic of the early church’s life and mission:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Disciples rejoice that they are considered worthy to suffer for Jesus’s name (5:41).
There is “great joy in that city” when the gospel comes to Samaria (8:8).
The Ethiopian eunuch goes “on his way rejoicing” after being baptized (8:39).
Barnabas rejoices when he witnesses God’s grace in Antioch (11:23).
The disciples are “filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit” (13:52).
God blesses even pagan idol-worshipers by filling their hearts with joy (14:15–17).
The conversion of gentiles brings “great joy to all the believers” (15:3).
The gentiles rejoice when they hear the decision of the Jerusalem council (15:31).
A jailer and his family rejoice after they are baptized (16:33–34).

This is a prominent theme in the Gospel of Luke as well (see 1:14, 44, 47, 58; 2:10; 6:23; 10:17, 20,
21; 13:17; 15:3–10, 32; 24:41, 52).

fruit of the Spirit:
nine moral characteristics that Paul lists
in Galatians 5:22–23:
love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control.
speaking in
tongues (glossolalia): the phenomenon by which
the Spirit enables a
person to speak in
known languages
that the speaker has
never learned (e.g.,
Acts 2:4–8) or in
ecstatic languages
unintelligible to any
who do not possess
the gift of interpretation (e.g., 1 Cor.
14:26–28).
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in generating faith or in effecting an inner purification of believers: no one is
“washed in the Spirit” (1 Cor. 6:11) or “sealed with the Spirit” (Eph. 4:30), nor
is any reference made to the fruit of the Spirit that affects the moral character
of individuals (Gal. 5:22–23) or to the unifying effect of the Spirit that binds
all believers together into one body (1 Cor. 6:17; 12:13; Eph. 4:4; Phil. 1:27;
1 Pet. 3:8). The emphasis, rather, is on power and on external manifestations.
In Acts, people sometimes are said to be “filled with the Holy Spirit,” and
this typically occurs in a dramatic fashion that transforms their status with
God and/or imbues them with power to become witnesses for Jesus (2:4; 4:31;
8:14–17; 10:44–48; 19:1–7; cf. 1:8; Luke 24:49). No exact pattern or set of
qualifications for receiving the Spirit can be discerned: the gift of the Spirit is
variously linked to prayer (4:31; 8:15; cf. Luke 11:13), the laying on of hands
(8:17–18; 19:6), preaching (10:44), and baptism (2:38; 19:2–6; but see 8:15–16;
10:47). Sometimes those who are filled with the Spirit respond by speaking
in tongues (unlearned languages) and prophesying (2:4–11; 10:45–46; 19:6).
These phenomena are also mentioned as gifts of the Spirit in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians (see 1 Cor. 12; 14), though it is not clear that what is
found there is identical to what we hear about in Acts (see “Spiritual Gifts” in
chap. 14). The book of Acts also emphasizes the performance of “signs and
wonders,” spectacular miracles wrought by those who receive the Spirit’s power
(2:43; 4:30; 5:12; 6:8; 14:3; 15:12). Such actions place the apostles and other
followers of Jesus in line with heroes of God such as Moses (7:36) and Jesus
himself (2:22); they serve to authenticate the word of the gospel, proving that
their bold proclamation is endorsed by spiritual powers not subject to human
limitation—powers that usually are benevolent but that are not to be offended
(5:1–11; 13:9–12).
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