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Salvation in the Book of Acts

This chart lists the passages in the book of Acts in which the words sōtēr (“savior”), sōtēria (“salvation”), sōtērion (“salvation”), or sōzein (“to save”) are used.

Text

Who Is to Be Saved?

Of What Does
Salvation Consist?

Who or What
Brings Salvation?

How Is
Salvation
Received?

2:21

everyone

escape from apocalypse

the Lord’s name

calling

2:40

Jews (2:36)

forgiveness, Holy Spirit

exalted Jesus (2:33)

repentance,
baptism (2:38)

2:47

additional numbers of believers ———

the Lord

———

4:9

lame man (3:2)

name of Jesus (3:16)

faith (3:16)

being enabled to walk

4:12

people

———

name of Jesus

———

5:31

Israel

repentance, forgiveness

exalted Jesus

———

Moses

7:25

Israel

rescue from enemies

11:14

gentiles

Holy Spirit (11:15), repentance (11:18) God (11:17)

———
faith (11:17)

13:23, 26 Israel, God-fearers (13:17, 26)

forgiveness, freedom (13:38–39)

risen Jesus (13:32–39)

faith (13:39)

13:47

eternal life

———

———

gentiles

14:9

lame man

being enabled to walk

word of Paul

faith

15:1, 11

Jews, gentiles

———

the Lord Jesus

grace

16:30–31 jailer, family

———

the Lord Jesus

faith

27:20, 31 sailors, Paul

survival (27:23, 34, 44)

God (27:23)

obedience

28:28

(spiritual) healing

God

listening

gentiles

Jesus’s death atoned for sins; instead, he simply affirms that God has made
Jesus to be Lord and Christ (2:36) and authorized him to grant salvation to any
whom he chooses to save. The content of this salvation is twofold. Eventually it
will consist of “times of refreshing” (3:20) and “eternal life” (13:46) when Jesus
returns to restore (3:19–21) and judge (17:30–31) all humanity (10:42). Right
now, however, being saved might mean receiving forgiveness of sins (2:38; 5:31;
13:38–39), or the gift of the Holy Spirit (2:38; 11:15), or healing (4:9; 14:9–10),
or simply being rescued from some sort of temporal distress (7:25; 27:22–24,
34, 44)—this is not always clear in English Bibles, where the Greek words for
“saved” or “salvation” are sometimes translated as other expressions (e.g., 4:9,
where sesōtai, “has been saved,” is translated as “has been healed” in the NRSV).
As in his Gospel, Luke’s focus in Acts tends to be on accessing the saving power
of God in this present world so that people might be liberated from whatever
prevents them from experiencing life as God intends. This accent on present
aspects of salvation may be influenced by a recognition that Jesus’s parousia
(second coming) could still be a long way off. The question then becomes, “How
do we experience God’s salvation and accomplish God’s work in the meantime?
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