Nevertheless, to become aware of what is distinctive about this Gospel, students
should first familiarize themselves with the data contained in boxes 9.5 and 9.6:
• John’s Gospel contains many stories not told elsewhere in the New Testament, and some of these stories are exceptionally long ones. We should
also note that stories in John that are found in the other Gospels are
sometimes told quite differently by John. John’s account of the crucifixion
includes three “words from the cross” not reported anywhere else and,
conversely, includes no “words from the cross” that are reported in the
other Gospels (see box 5.8).
• John’s Gospel is also striking for what it does not include. Readers familiar with the story of Jesus from the other Gospels may find it hard
to imagine a Jesus who never tells parables, casts out demons, or eats
with outcasts, much less a Jesus who has almost nothing to say about
the end times, the kingdom of God, or the call for God’s people to deny
themselves, love their neighbors, renounce their possessions, or help the
poor. Some of this can be overstated: although the word “repentance” is
never used, Jesus does tell a woman, “Do not sin again” (8:11); though
Jesus does not tell actual parables, he does use figurative speech that is
“parable-like” (4:35–37; 8:35; 10:1–5; 12:24; 16:21; cf. 10:6; 16:25). Still,
an initial awareness of what is not found in John may alert us to how
different this Gospel is and also may serve as a springboard for coming
to a positive recognition of what John does have to offer.

words from the
cross: seven sayings
of Jesus spoken during his crucifixion;
see Mark 15:34 (Matt.
27:46); Luke 23:34, 43,
46; John 19:26–27,
28, 30.

John’s Gospel is unique in other ways as well. It presents Jesus’s ministry
as extending over a three-year period and concentrates on happenings in and
around Jerusalem; the other Gospels suggest a more compact time period and
have a much heavier focus on events in Galilee. Whereas Jesus is noted for
Box 9.5
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calling of Andrew, Philip, and Nathanael (1:35–51)
changing of water into wine at Cana (2:1–12)
conversation with Nicodemus (3:1–21)
encounter with a Samaritan woman at a well (4:1–42)
healing of a crippled man at Pool of Bethzatha (5:1–18)
rescue of an adulterous woman from stoning (7:53–8:11)
healing of a man born blind (9:1–41)
raising of Lazarus (11:1–44)
washing of disciples’ feet (13:1–20)
prayer for believers to be united (17:1–26)
resurrection appearance to Thomas (20:24–29)
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