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8.40 

Luke 1:46–55—The World’s First Advent Hymn 

German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was martyred under the 

Nazi regime in 1945, writes: 

The song of Mary is the oldest Advent hymn. It is at once the 

most passionate, the wildest, one might even say the most 

revolutionary Advent hymn ever sung. This is not the gentle, 

tender, dreamy Mary whom we sometimes see in paintings; this 

is the passionate, surrendered, proud, enthusiastic Mary who 

speaks out here. 

This song has none of the sweet, nostalgic, or even playful tones 

of some of our Christmas carols. It is instead a hard, strong, 

inexorable song about collapsing thrones and humbled lords of 

this world, about the power of God and the powerlessness of 

humankind. These are the tones of the women prophets of the 

Old Testament that now come to life in Mary’s mouth. (Advent 

Sermon, 1933) 

The Magnificat  

My soul magnifies the Lord,  

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  

   and holy is his name.  
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His mercy is for those who fear him  

   from generation to generation.  

He has shown strength with his arm;  

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,  

   and lifted up the lowly;  

he has filled the hungry with good things,  

   and sent the rich away empty.  

He has helped his servant Israel,  

   in remembrance of his mercy,  

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,  

   to Abraham and to his descendants forever. 

Luke 1:46–55 

 




