
them there (though, of course, those events would have traumatized believers 
elsewhere as well).

We cannot be certain exactly when or where Mark’s Gospel was written. A 
few scholars do argue for an earlier date (before 60), and this is not impossible. 
In general, though, this Gospel appears to have been produced at a transition 
point between first-generation Christianity (the apostolic age) and second-
generation Christianity (the postapostolic age). Its author had not known Jesus 
personally, but he was not far removed from those who had. He may have known 
people, such as Peter or Paul, who had been a part of the Christian movement 
from its earliest days. He also seems to have had access to some early source 
material, though the nature and extent of such materials are always difficult to 
determine (see box 7.3). In any case, Mark must have sensed a need to provide 
the church with a written account of the faith to which the passing generation 
of eyewitnesses and apostles had testified.

What Is Distinctive about the Gospel of Mark?

Most of the content of Mark’s Gospel is also found in either Matthew or Luke 
(or, in many cases, both Matthew and Luke). A small amount of material is 
found only in Mark (see box 7.4), but for the most part what is distinctive about 
this Gospel is its perspective and style.

Mark tells his story of Jesus with an urgency that surpasses what is found 
in the other Gospels. Everything seems to happen very quickly: the Greek word 
for “immediately” (euthys) is used forty-two times in this Gospel, eleven times 
in the first chapter alone. And the breathless anticipation with which Mark 
writes has theological implications. The first words of Jesus in this Gospel are 
“The time is fulfilled!” (1:15), and the story that follows is told in a manner to 
confirm that claim: the world is rapidly changing and will never be the same 
again. The events that have unfolded are of cosmic, ultimate significance, and the 
events that are about to unfold will be more momentous still (see 9:1; 13:28–30).

Mark’s Gospel usually is said to be written in a style of Greek that is collo-
quial and unrefined, which is to say that he is not always attentive to matters that 
strict grammarians consider important (e.g., providing his pronouns with clear 
antecedents). One feature of his 
style that has attracted consid-
erable attention is his abundant 
use of the “historical present”: 
he begins a narrative in the past 
tense (“The Pharisees came up to 
Jesus . . .”) and then continues it 
in the present tense (“and they 

apostolic age: the 
time period between 
the crucifixion of 
Jesus and the deaths 
of his first followers.

postapostolic age: 
the time period 
related to the first or 
second generation 
after the deaths of 
Jesus’s first followers.

EXPLORE 7.7  
Distinctive Character-
istics of Mark’s 
Gospel

Box 7.4

Material Unique to Mark’s Gospel
•	parable of seed growing secretly (4:26–29)

•	healing of man who is deaf and mute (7:31–37)

•	healing of blind man of Bethsaida (8:22–26)

•	sayings on salt (9:49, 50b)

•	 flight of young man in the garden (14:51–52)
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