religious leaders of Israel, however, exhibits the opposite tendency: inevitably
they come off worse in Matthew than they do in Mark.
Thus our recognition of what is distinctive about Matthew can be helped by
taking note of what is found only in his Gospel and also by noticing how Matthew has apparently altered material taken from Mark. In addition, scholars
often note that the very structure of Matthew’s Gospel is distinctive. Matthew
displays a penchant for stereotypical formulas and organizational patterns.
Throughout his Gospel he makes use of a “fulfillment citation” to indicate
that something in the story of Jesus “happened to fulfill what was written in
the prophets” (see 1:22–23; 2:15, 17–18, 23; 4:14–16; 8:17; 12:17–21; 13:35;
21:4–5; 27:9–10; if 2:5–6 and 13:14–15 are added to this list, the fulfillment
citation may be said to occur twelve times). Jesus also gives five great speeches
in Matthew, each of which is followed by a formulaic transitional phrase (7:28;
11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1); some scholars have thought that Matthew does this
because Jews customarily thought of Torah as “the five books of Moses” and
he wanted to provide a Christian parallel by offering five books (speeches) of
Jesus. Matthew has a predilection for triads, organizing material into sets
of threes. For example, the miracle stories in chapters 8–9 fall into three sets
of three miracles, each followed by teaching on discipleship (8:1–17; 8:23–9:7;
9:18–24). Indeed, the basic outline for the entire Gospel story seems to be
divided into three main parts, with the second and third parts introduced by
another formulaic phrase, “From that time on, Jesus began . . .” (4:17; 16:21).
The first part (1:1–4:16) serves as an introduction, presenting stories that help
to identify who Jesus is; the second part (4:17–16:20) tells the story of Jesus’s
Box 6.3

The Presence of God in the Gospel of Matthew
God Is Present in Jesus
• when Jesus is born: “Emmanuel” = “God
is with us” (1:23)
• Jesus is worshiped (2:11; 9:18; 14:33;
15:25; 20:20; 28:9, 17)
Jesus Is Present in the Church
• with little children, who are the greatest
in the kingdom (18:5)
• with people who gather in his name to
pray (18:20)
• with needy members of his spiritual family (25:37–40)
• with those who receive bread and wine
in his name (26:26–28)
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• with people who baptize, teach, and
make disciples (28:19–20)
The Church Is Present in the World
• salt of the earth and light of the world
(5:13–14)
• sheep in the midst of wolves (10:16)
• the gates of Hades will not stand (16:18)
• make disciples of all nations (28:19)
Jesus says to his followers, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me”
(Matt. 10:40).

Matthew
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