ancient Greco-Roman biographies. These accounts also show an especially
strong degree of interaction with Old Testament Scripture: they appear to
be written by people who have already thought deeply about the meaning of
Jesus’s death and resurrection and to have reflected on those events in light of
passages from the psalms, the prophets, and other passages of Scripture. Thus
the death and resurrection of Jesus is not just one more episode in a series
of remarkable occurrences; for each of the four Gospels, it is treated as the
climax of the story, the point to which everything has been moving all along.
Indeed, each of the Gospels prepares its readers for this capstone event by having Jesus predict exactly what will occur (e.g., Mark 8:31–32; 9:31; 10:33–34)
and/or offer vague allusions that the readers are expected to understand in
a manner that characters in the story do not (see Mark 2:20; John 2:19–22;
3:14; 8:28; 12:32–34). More to the point, each Gospel tells the story of Jesus’s
death and resurrection in a distinctive way that pulls together certain threads
and fulfills important themes of that particular work. For example, in Matthew, Jesus dies as the Messiah of Israel, fulfilling prophecies that indicated
he would be the one to save his people from their sin (see 1:21); in Mark,
he gives his life as a ransom for many, demonstrating the sacrificial way of
self-denial that is to mark all of his followers (8:34–35; 10:43–45); in Luke,
he dies as a noble martyr, a victim of injustice, who will overcome death in a
way that promises an end to oppression (4:18); in John, he dies triumphantly,
as one who is glorified and exalted in an ultimate expression of God’s love
(12:23; 15:13). In these and many other ways, each of the passion and resurrection stories serves as the narrative and theological climax of the Gospel in
which it appears.
Box 5.8
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The Dying Words of Jesus

Jesus speaks seven times from the cross, but not seven times in any one Gospel. The Gospels
relate three very different stories regarding Jesus’s dying words. In one story, Jesus speaks only
once; in a second, he speaks three times; and in a third, he speaks another three times. However, there are no parallels between what is said in any one of these three stories and what is
said in the other two stories.
Story A

Story B

Story C

Matthew and Mark

Luke

John

“My God, my God, why have you “Father, forgive them; for they do
forsaken me” (Matt. 27:46; Mark
not know what they are doing”
15:34)?
(Luke 23:34).

“Woman, here is your son. . . .
Here is your mother” (John
19:26–27).

“Truly, I tell you, today you will be “I am thirsty.” (John 19:28)
with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).
“Father, into your hands, I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46).
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“It is finished” (John 19:30).
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