Box 4.5

Jesus as God: New Testament References
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The following verses often are cited as examples of instances in which the New Testament refers
to Jesus as God:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“the Word was God” (John 1:1)
“God, the only Son” (John 1:18)
“My Lord and my God” (John 20:28)
“the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever” (Rom. 9:5)
“our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13)
“of the Son, he says, ‘Your throne, O God’” (Heb. 1:8)
“our God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:1)
“Jesus Christ . . . is the true God” (1 John 5:20)

See Murray J. Harris, Jesus as God: The New Testament Use of Theos in Reference to Jesus (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1992).

John 14:28). Some books or writers emphasize certain aspects of the exalted
Jesus’s identity or ministry and pay little attention to others. For example,
the Letter to the Hebrews is largely constructed around an exposition of the
exalted Jesus as high priest, an image given little (if any) attention in most
of the other New Testament books. The image of the exalted Jesus being
manifest in a body of believers on earth is especially prominent in the letters
of Paul. New Testament scholars do not just assume that every author operated with the full range of understanding regarding the exalted Jesus found
in the New Testament as a whole; rather, they try to discern which aspects
of New Testament imagery are operative for each book, so as to understand
each book on its own terms.

Conclusion
So how many Jesuses are there? Have you been keeping track?
Let’s see. We have “the New Testament Jesus” (also called “the canonical
Jesus”). We have “the earthly Jesus” (sometimes called “the pre-Easter Jesus” or
“the Jesus of history”). We have “the exalted Jesus” (also called “the post-Easter
Jesus” or “the Christ of faith”). And then there is “the historical Jesus” (also
called “the historically verifiable Jesus”). And we have all the different Jesuses
associated with the various writings or authors of the New Testament: the Pauline Jesus, the Johannine Jesus, the Petrine Jesus (i.e., the Jesus of 1 Peter), and
so forth. Ultimately we might also speak of the “Jesus of Christian theology,”
or indeed we might speak of “the Baptist Jesus,” “the Calvinist Jesus,” “the
Catholic Jesus,” “the Lutheran Jesus,” “the Wesleyan Jesus,” and so on. We
might (and scholars definitely do) speak of “the American Jesus,” “the Asian
Jesus,” “the African Jesus,” “the Latin American Jesus,” and on and on.
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