Box 12.6

Published by Baker Academic
Copyright 2009 by Mark Allan Powell

Some Key Verses
in Romans
These passages underscore some
of the key points Paul makes in his
letter to the Romans.
• “I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who has
faith” (1:16).
• “All have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God” (3:23).
• “The wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(6:23).
• “There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus” (8:1).
• “We know that all things work
together for good for those
who love God, who are called
according to his purpose”
(8:28).
• “I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord” (8:38–39).
• “Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind”
(12:2).
• “Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good”
(12:21).
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3. He wants to effect reconciliation among Jews and Gentiles in the Roman church itself. If indeed the Jewish
Christians had been expelled for a time but are now
making their way back, there could have been a power
shift in the interim: the Gentiles are now in charge.
Any number of issues discussed in the letter could
be informed by Paul’s sensitivity to such dynamics
(see, e.g., the tensions between the “strong” and the
“weak” in chap. 14). Much of the letter seems to be
addressed to Gentile believers (1:13; 11:13), and since
Paul thinks that he has been called by God to be the
“apostle to the Gentiles” (1:5; 11:13; cf. Gal. 2:7–8),
he may consider it his charge to speak pastorally to
Gentile believers whether they know him personally
or not (15:15–16).

Major Themes in Romans
The letter is long and complex. Here we note some of its
key themes.

Righteousness of God
Paul claims that the gospel that he preaches (and summarizes in this letter) reveals “the righteousness of God”
(1:17; cf. 3:21–22). This is a rich concept, for Paul is able
to speak of righteousness as something that God displays
(3:25), reckons (4:3, 6), and imparts (10:3). We will explore
a bit more about the latter two concepts below, under the
heading “Obedience of Faith.” For now, let us note that Paul
wants to emphasize that what God does through Jesus Christ
demonstrates that God is righteous. In showing grace to all
humanity, God displays the righteous qualities of faithfulness
and generosity: God is faithful to the covenant made with
Israel because God gives Jews a means of salvation through
faith in their Messiah (3:3–4). And God is generous beyond
all measure in offering this same means of salvation to Gentiles. Paul says that such faithfulness and generosity prove
God’s love (5:8), and the greatness of that love can be seen
in the means through which God’s gracious salvation of the

