2. His mind is on the upcoming trip to Jerusalem, and he is rehearsing
the summary and defense of his gospel that he may need to offer there.
Paul asks the Roman Christians to pray not only that he will be kept
safe “from the unbelievers” as he travels to Jerusalem, but also that the
offering that he is bringing will be acceptable to the Jerusalem saints
(15:30–31). That last part seems odd. Why wouldn’t the offering be
acceptable? Do churches usually turn away money? We know, however,
that Paul previously quarreled with representatives of the Jerusalem
church (Gal. 2:12–13) and that his ministry among the Gentiles has
been a source of contention in those quarters (Gal. 2:4; Acts 15:1–5).
Paul hopes that the gift that he is bringing will symbolize the mutual
interdependence of Gentile and Jewish Christians (Rom. 15:27). Acceptance of the gift would imply that the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem
recognize the legitimacy of the Gentile churches that Paul founded in
Macedonia and Achaia. People in the Jerusalem church who are opposed
to Paul and to his ministry may see this as an opportunity to make a
statement: “Let’s tell Paul and his Gentile Christians that we don’t want
their help.” Thus, according to this theory, Paul writes to the Romans
what he plans to say (if necessary) to the Christians in Jerusalem. He
is, at least, rehearsing his defense. Beyond that, he may also hope that
some influential persons in the Roman church will serve as intermediaries with their counterparts in Jerusalem, paving the way for him to be
received favorably there.
Box 12.5
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Phoebe, Prisca, Junia
The number and prominence of the women included in Romans 16 is striking: ten are
mentioned in vv. 1, 3, 6, 7, 12, 13, 15. Three of these are especially noteworthy:
• Phoebe. Paul sends the letter with her and commends her to the congregation. He
identifies her as a deacon in her home church and a benefactor of many (16:1–2).
• Prisca. She is singled out as one who, along with her husband, risked her life for
Paul and earned the thanks of all churches of the Gentiles (16:3). We hear of her
elsewhere (Acts 18:2, 18, 26; 1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19).
• Junia. She is said to be “prominent among the apostles” (16:7). Nineteenth-century
scholars, perhaps unable to believe that Paul could have called a woman an
apostle, treated the accusative Iounian in the Greek text as a form not of the female
name "Junia" but of a male name "Junias"—a name for which there is no ancient
evidence.
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