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Pronouncement Stories
in the Gospels: Some
Examples
Correction Stories
• let the dead bury the dead
(Matt. 8:21–22)
• forgive seventy-seven times
(Matt. 18:21–22)
• whoever wants to be first
(Mark 9:33–35)
• whoever is not against us
(Mark 9:38–40)
• who is truly blessed (Luke 11:27–28)

Commendation Stories
• the confession by Peter
(Matt. 16:13–20)
• the generous widow
(Mark 12:21–44)
• the woman who anoints Jesus
(Mark 14:3–9)

Controversy Stories
• eating with sinners (Mark 2:15–17)
• Jesus’ disciples don’t fast
(Mark 2:18–22)
• picking grain on the Sabbath
(Mark 2:23–28)
• eating with defiled hands
(Mark 7:1–15)
• by what authority? (Mark 11:27–33)
• paying taxes to Caesar
(Mark 12:13–17)
• whose wife will she be?
(Mark 12:18–27)
See Robert C. Tannehill, “The Gospels
and Narrative Literature,” in The New
Interpreters Bible: New Testament Survey (Nashville: Abingdon, 2005), 1–16.
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The Gospels

Jesus is not just one more episode in a series of remarkable occurrences; for each of the four Gospels, it is
treated as the climax of the story, the point to which
everything has been moving all along. Indeed, each of
the Gospels prepares its reader for this capstone event
by having Jesus predict exactly what will occur (e.g.,
Mark 8:31–32; 9:31; 10:33–34) and/or offer vague allusions that the reader is expected to understand in a
manner that characters in the story do not (see Mark
2:20; John 2:19–22; 3:14; 8:28; 12:32–34). More to the
point, each Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ death and
resurrection in a distinctive way that pulls together
certain threads and fulfills important themes of that
particular work. For example, in Matthew, Jesus dies
as the Messiah of Israel, fulfilling prophecies that indicated that he would be the one to save his people
from their sin (see 1:21); in Mark, he gives his life as
a ransom for many, demonstrating the sacrificial way
of self-denial that is to mark all of his followers (see
8:34–35; 10:43–45); in Luke, he dies as a noble martyr,
a victim of injustice, who will overcome death in a
way that promises an end to oppression (see 4:18);
in John, he dies triumphantly, as one who is glorified and exalted in an ultimate expression of God’s
love (see 12:23; 15:13). In these and many other ways,
each of the passion and resurrection stories serves as
the narrative and theological climax of the Gospel in
which it appears.

Composition of the Gospels:
The Synoptic Puzzle
Christian piety sometimes has imagined that the Gospel authors were secretaries for God. Medieval paintings often show Matthew or one of the other Gospel
authors seated at a desk with an angel standing behind
him and whispering in his ear. According to this view,
the composition of the Gospels was a simple process
of taking dictation, writing word for word what a
heavenly messenger said to write. Academic scholar-

