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In the wake of WWII, a grieving fisherman submits a poem to a local newspaper: a  
rallying cry for hope, purpose . . . and rocks. Send me a rock for the person you lost, and 
I will build something life-giving. When the poem spreads farther than he ever intended, 
Robert Bliss’s humble words change the tide of a nation. Boxes of rocks inundate the 
tiny, coastal Maine town, and he sets his calloused hands to work, but the building halts 
when tragedy strikes.

Decades later, Annie Sawyer is summoned back to Ansel-by-the-Sea when she learns her 
Great-Uncle Robert, the man who became her refuge during the hardest summer of her 
youth, is now the one in need of help. What she didn’t anticipate was finding a wall of 
heavy boxes hiding in his home. Long-ago memories of stone ruins on a nearby island 
trigger her curiosity, igniting a fire in her anthropologist soul to uncover answers.

She joins forces with the handsome and mysterious harbor postman, and all her hopes 
of mending the decades-old chasm in her family seem to point back to the ruins. But 
with Robert failing fast, her search for answers battles against time, a foe as relentless as 
the ever-crashing waves upon the sea.

“In her stellar debut, Dykes crafts a moving and quietly adventurous romance 
that is steeped in subtle beauty. . . . The result is a poetic tale of grief, honor, 

memory, and love that is full of characters readers will long to know and, at the 
same time, feel as though they already do.”

—Booklist starred review

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
 Amanda Dykes is a drinker of tea, dweller of redemption, and spinner of  
hope-filled tales who spends most days chasing wonder and words with her family. 
Give her a rainy day, a candle to read by, an obscure corner of history to dig in, and 
she’ll be happy for hours. She’s a former English teacher, and her novella, Bespoke: 
A Tiny Christmas Tale, released to critical acclaim from Publishers Weekly, Readers’ 
Favorite, and more. She is also the author of a novella in The Message in a Bottle 
Romance Collection. Whose Waves These Are is her debut novel. Readers can  
connect with her online at amandadykes.com.
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“Family members  
reconnect over an  
incomplete WWII  

memorial in Dykes’  
tender debut. . . .  

With its believable 
characters and narrative 

of atonement, Dykes’s 
impressive debut will 

appeal to fans of Sarah 
Sundin or Kate Breslin.” 

—Publishers Weekly


