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1. Why did you write this book?

What Comes My Way is book 3 in the Brookstone Brides series. Each book in the series 
builds naturally on each book that comes before it, while also standing alone. Book 3 is 
the conclusion to that series, but also the story of Ella Fleming and the cowboy who loves 
her. Throughout the series, Ella has been running from problems at home. Problems that 
include a murder and some strange happenings that encompass her family. Ella wants to 
know the truth, while also fearing it. Phillip DeShazer is the cowboy who has lost his heart 
to Ella, but he’s also carrying around problems that have to be resolved before he can ever be 
the man Ella needs. As both characters turn toward God, they find their love for each other 
growing stronger and more stable. I wanted very much to show a story of two troubled 
people who are running from their past, but through God’s love learn to overcome in order 
to come together and look forward to a future of hope.

2. What was your inspiration for the spiritual message in this book?

In my life I had several things from the past that I needed to resolve. I found that some of 
my friends were dealing with the same things. We all felt stuck in a way that wouldn’t let us 
move forward until we dealt with the past. As we shared this in Bible studies and other  
situations where people could voice their opinions, it seemed that everyone had that one 
thing in common. Problems from the past have a way of holding you captive unless you can 
trust God to help you with the solution. These kinds of thoughts inspired the book What 
Comes My Way.

3.  What kind of research did you do for this book?

Ella is a trick and Roman rider in a wild west show. This meant I needed to get an idea of 
what was required to do those things. I went to events where I could learn firsthand from 
professionals and had a lot of fun. I also was able to research via old videos and books, 
which helped me learn the language of the tricks.

4. What inspired you to set the book in a wild west show?

Wild west shows are a true piece of Americana history. They sprang up in many forms in the 
1800s, but Buffalo Bill Cody’s show and Pawnee Bill’s show were two of the more popular. 
The idea was to give people—especially city people who had no idea what the wild west was 
like—a taste of the West. Some of the shows included bringing in Native Americans to  
perform and reenact battles, as well as native western animals for city dwellers to see in 
person. The wild west shows became popular in Europe as well. Queen Victoria was even 
said to be a fan. I thought it would be fun to have an all-female traveling show focused on 
horseback performances and trick shooting. Many wild west acts are performed in rodeos 
today, but the traveling wild west show, for the most part, is sadly a thing of the past.

5. Is there anything else you’d like to share with your readers?

I hope readers enjoy What Comes My Way and the conclusion of the Brookstone Brides 
series. I would love to hear from you at either my website, traciepeterson.com, or my  
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/AuthorTraciePeterson.
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