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1. What prompted you to write The Way of Love, book 2 in the Willamette Brides series?

The series is an on-going one and while each book is written to stand on its own, there is an  
on-going mystery that builds a little closer to conclusion in each book.  The Way of Love takes 
the series story deeper into the conflict with the Indians in Oregon and the whites who were 
seeking to create a war where one did not exist.  The story brings Faith Kenner to college in 
Portland, where she is seeking to earn her medical degree after having been a midwife and healer 
her entire adult life. Through her experiences, she meets Captain Andrew Gratton and falls 
in love; however, Faith knows that because of her mixed-race bloodline, it is illegal for her to 
marry.

2. What are the main historical issues presented in this book?  

Across the country, Indian wars had been a problem for the whites who were seeking to take 
even reservation land for white settlement. I wanted to create a story that showed the dark and 
ugly side of racial conflict in the 1880s. I wanted to show the laws that were often a part of state 
constitutions and everyday acceptance that clearly violated the rights of people of color. Laws 
that, in many cases, weren’t fully rectified until the twenty-first century. I like to share and  
educate my readers about the issues of the day and in this series, we see a lot of the conflict that 
was relevant at the time.

3. Why is it important to share this?  

I think I first wanted to share it to show that the more things change, the more they are the 
same. There was racial conflict in the 1800s, and there is still racial conflict.  Everyone had their 
ideas of how to resolve problems then, just as they do now. But without God in the mix, none of 
those solutions can ever bring about real peace.

4. What kind of research was needed for this book?
  
I went to the Historical Society in Portland, connected with historians who knew the time  
period in Oregon, and made more than one trip to Oregon to visit museums and historical 
archives.  I love research and feel it’s important to share factual accounts in the stories I write.  
I want my books to educate as well as entertain and encourage.

5. What kind of spiritual theme have you included in this book?  

The Way of Love is definitely a story of not judging a person by the color of their skin or the  
outward appearances of situations. It’s also about seeking the truth, even when the odds are 
against that truth ever coming to light.  It’s about God righting the wrongs that human beings 
have created and about the power of love to overcome all evil.

6. Is there anything else you’d like readers to know? 

I enjoyed learning about this time period, as well as bringing characters from the Heart of the 
Frontier series to life.  It isn’t necessary to read that series first, but it would make this series all 
the more enjoyable as Willamette Brides deals with the children of characters from Heart of 
the Frontier.  Either way, I have made sure to create the books in such a way that each should 
be able to stand alone.  Soli Deo Gloria!
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