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B O O K  A N N O U N C E M E N T

Austin Returns with a 
Multi-Generational Historical Novel

•  Austin returns to the tradition of American-based bestsellers like Though 
Waters Roar, Until We Reach Home, and While We’re Far Apart

•  Austin is an eight-time Christy Award winner for historical fiction and was 
inducted into the Christy Award Hall of Fame

•  Explores the lives, faith, and loves of Dutch immigrants as they establish the 
town of Holland, Michigan

Geesje de Jonge crossed the ocean at age seventeen with her parents and a small group of  
immigrants from the Netherlands to settle in the Michigan wilderness. Fifty years later, in 1897, 
she’s asked to write a memoir of her early experiences as the town celebrates its anniversary. 
Reluctant at first, she soon uncovers memories and emotions hidden all these years, including 
the story of her one true love.

At the nearby Hotel Ottawa Resort on the shore of Lake Michigan, twenty-three-year-old Anna 
Nicholson is trying to ease the pain of a broken engagement to a wealthy Chicago banker. But 
her time of introspection is disturbed after a violent storm aboard a steamship stirs up  
memories of a childhood nightmare. As more memories and dreams surface, Anna begins to 
question who she is and whether she wants to return to her wealthy life in Chicago. When she 
befriends a young seminary student who is working at the hotel for the summer, she finds  
herself asking him all the questions that have been troubling her.

Neither Geesje nor Anna, who are different in every possible way, can foresee the life-altering 
surprises awaiting them before the summer ends.

“Interlacing the past with the present-day lives of Anna and Geesje,  
Austin compassionately delivers a moving tale of family bonds,  

tests of faith, and abiding love.”
—Booklist starred review

“Austin has crafted an interesting, historically accurate portrait of two 
profoundly different characters: one looking back at life, the other taking 

her first faltering steps toward independence.”
—Publishers Weekly

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Lynn Austin has sold more than 1.5 million copies of her books worldwide. A former 
teacher who now writes and speaks full-time, she has won eight Christy Awards for her 
historical fiction. One of those novels, Hidden Places, has also been made into an Original 
Hallmark Channel movie. Lynn and her husband have raised three children and make their 
home in western Michigan. Learn more at lynnaustin.org.
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