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1. Tell us a little about Until the Dawn.  

The book is set in a grand mansion on the Hudson River, the ancestral home of the 
Vandermarks, one of the wealthiest families in America. After a mysterious death sixty 
years prior to the beginning of the book, the family abandoned the mansion and has not 
set foot in it since. Why did they leave? And why do they still pay a fortune in taxes and 
upkeep to protect the mansion? Four generations have passed, and yet the Vandermark 
family has refused to return to the mansion. The heroine is one of the people who looks 
after the mansion, and trouble starts on page one when the family suddenly returns. 
Quentin Vandermark, the current heir to the house, is deeply suspicious of the beautiful 
Sophie, and trouble soon brews.

2. What makes this book different from your other novels?

This is far and away the most theologically engaged novel I’ve written. Quentin is a 
staunch atheist at the beginning of the novel, yet through his experiences at the mansion 
he begins to sense there may be far more to the world than science can possibly explain. 
Until the Dawn follows one man’s gradual journey out of atheism and into a world of 
radiant faith. 

3. What inspired you to write this novel?

I work on a college campus, where I am surrounded by some of the most educated, 
compassionate, and articulate people you can imagine. Many of them are atheists,  
usually justified by their understanding of science. They cannot reconcile faith with the 
scientific revolution, so that is the end of the discussion. And yet, I know a number of 
brilliant scientists who feel precisely the opposite. I wanted to delve into how a rational 
man of science could open his eyes to an entirely new world of possibility. This is the 
major theme of the novel, following the hero as he journeys from a life of militant  
atheism into a world of faith. I tried to do this with a gentle and respectful hand, all 
against the backdrop of a beautiful love story.  

4. What makes this novel unique?

I love weaving a good mystery into a love story. The actions of the family who founded 
the estate two hundred years before the opening of the novel is still affecting their  
descendants. I had a deep time span to integrate a long-simmering family drama, and to 
explore topics such as what we inherit from our ancestors. Is it just physical  
characteristics, or can attitudes, passions, and weaknesses also be handed down through 
the generations? Do we have the power to alter our destiny? While writing this novel, 
I examined my own family history and could spot curious things that I have inherited 
from generations past, such as a recipe for goulash from my German ancestors, my 
tendency toward thriftiness, or traditions for Christmas. We tend to take these things for 
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granted, but when you peel away the layers of family history, you may find yourself having “aha” moments. The 
same thing happens in this novel, and I hope readers will be inspired to take a closer look at some of their own 
inherited quirks and traditions and speculate about how they came by them.  

5. What inspired the title Until the Dawn?

The heroine of the novel, Sophie, is a cheerful and radiant woman of faith. The hero is the opposite: a dark and 
brooding man whose kind nature has been obscured through decades of physical pain, depression, and lack of 
faith. After a bumpy start, he begins to admire Sophie’s shining optimism and wishes he could live in the sunlight 
as easily as she. So Quentin is waiting until the dawn when he can join her in a world of faith and joy.

6. What is the take-away message you want readers to receive after reading the novel?

Most of all, I wanted to write a thrilling, deeply romantic, and heart-pounding love story.  Sophie and Quentin are 
complete opposites who seem like an impossible pairing, yet they bring out the best in each other. It takes a while 
for them to realize this, but the journey is exciting to watch as it unfolds across the splendid backdrop of a  
mysterious old estate. 
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