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Acclaimed Author Amanda Dykes 
Releases New Novel

Set the Stars Alight
by Amanda Dykes

Lovers of hope-filled tales will be delighted by Set the Stars Alight, the latest novel from 
Amanda Dykes. It received a starred review from Library Journal and is under  
consideration for their Best Books of 2020 compilation, to be announced at the end of 
the year. Publishers Weekly praised its “many surprising twists [that] will keep readers 
guessing until the end” and early reader reviews have focused on the poetic voice and 
two equally compelling storylines, both contemporary and historical.

This dual-time exploration of the power of stories, the wonder of the night sky, and the 
pinpricks of light in a dark world is perfect for book clubs, readers of Charles Martin 
and Joanne Bischof ’s fiction, and fans of Ann Voscamp’s lyrical nonfiction.

Amanda’s research for Set the Stars Alight took her from the cobbled streets of England’s 
Cecil Court to a recreated ship from the 1800s, to a chance to go behind-the-scenes at 
a NASA rocket launch to the International Space Station. On her author social media, 
Amanda loves connecting with readers, including sharing “7 Days to Wonder”  
devotionals and challenges during the pandemic lockdown and celebrating the novel’s 
launch with a downloadable Star Party kit so fans can experience the night sky like her 
characters.

Reeling from the loss of her parents, Lucie Clairmont discovers an artifact under the  
floorboards of their London flat, leading her to an old seaside estate. Aided by her childhood 
friend Dashel Greene, a renowned forensic astronomer, they start to unravel a history of 
heartbreak, sacrifice, and love begun 200 years prior—one that may offer the healing each 
seeks.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Amanda Dykes (amandadykes.com) is a drinker of tea, dweller of redemption, and 
spinner of hope-filled tales who spends most days chasing wonder and words with 
her family. She’s a former English teacher and the author of Whose Waves These 
Are, a Booklist 2019 Top Ten Romance debut, as well as three novellas.
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“Moving between a 
contemporary setting 

and the early nineteenth 
century, Amanda Dykes 
has written a sweeping 

split-time novel in turns 
mysterious and  

adventurous, mythical 
and romantic. Filled 

with magic, wonder, and 
gorgeous writing,  

Set the Stars Alight is 
a stirring gem from a 

gifted author.”

—Julie Klassen,  
bestselling author


