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1. Tell us something about Sophie Bauer, the main character in Rising Darkness.

Sophie’s real name is Sophie Wittenbauer. She was raised in a Conservative Mennonite 
home by parents who didn’t really care for her. In Kingdom, Kansas, where she used to live, 
the Wittenbauers were known as the family that lived off the kindness and charity of the 
church. Sophie was neglected by her mother and abused by her father. Although some of the 
women in Kingdom tried to reach out to her, Sophie pushed people away. She was ashamed 
of her family and ashamed of herself. But one person was able to get past her emotional 
barriers. Jonathon Wiese, a young man seen as a rebel in the Mennonite church, reached out 
to her. His compassion for the dirty, unkempt girl sparked something in her that she’d never 
felt before. Love. But when she realized Jonathon saw her only as a child to be pitied, she 
rebelled. After falling in with a group of rowdy teenagers from another town, Sophie allowed 
them to use her to do something that hurt the people of Kingdom. When she realized how 
destructive her life had become, she fled her hometown with assistance from a woman  
willing to help Sophie start over. 

Finally on her own, Sophie finished high school and is now in college. Working part-time 
for a newspaper, she uncovers a story that she believes could launch her career. She goes 
to Sanctuary, Missouri, claiming to be the niece of a deceased resident. But she is really in 
search of a notorious criminal authorities believe is dead. However, her carefully created 
world spins out of control when one of the first people she meets in Sanctuary is a local  
pastor. Jonathon Wiese. 

2. Who is Sophie looking for in Sanctuary and why?

Terrance Chase and another man robbed an armored car company seven years ago. Several 
guards were killed, and Chase got away with over six million dollars. Although the authori-
ties searched for him until the case grew cold, he was never found. There are rumors that 
Chase is dead. When an old acquaintance from Kingdom contacts Sophie’s paper, saying he 
knows where Chase is, Sophie’s bosses ignore it. But Sophie decides to go to the prison in El 
Dorado, Kansas, where Tom Ford has been incarcerated for the past few years, and check out 
his story. If she could find the elusive Terrance Chase, she believes she could land her dream 
job as a crime reporter. 

3. What is it about Sophie that readers will identify with?

Sophie knows what it feels like to be on the outside looking in. To deal with pain and poor 
choices. All of us have things in our past we need to heal from, and most of us understand 
how hard it is to set our lives on a new course. Sophie is determined to become someone 
better, but she’s left God out of the equation. She will have to learn that she can never  
become the person God has created her to be—without Him. I think most of us have 
learned the same lesson.

4. What is the one thing you hope readers will take away from Rising Darkness?

That God loves us and has a good plan for our lives. That He never gives up on us, and that 
He can heal anything from our past. No matter what we’ve been through, with God, we can 
still be victorious.  
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