
Reading Group Guide for 
Deceived 

by Irene Hannon 
(Spoiler alert—these questions assume you’ve already read the book) 

 
1. After a tragic boating incident, Kate turns to Valium to help her cope—and ends 

up addicted. Do you know anyone who suffers from addiction? What are some 
ways friends and family members can help a person beat this kind of 
dependence? What are some of the coping mechanisms you employ to get 
through difficult times? 

 
2. Connor carries a burden of guilt for his inattentiveness to his former girlfriend. Do 

you think this is merited? Do you know anyone who puts work above everything 
else? Is this healthy? Why or why not? 

 
3. Greg was once a churchgoing man but blames God for all the bad things that 

happened in his life. How might you respond to people who claim God doesn’t 
listen to or answer their prayers? 

 
4. Greg went to extraordinary effort and expense to try to extend his son’s life—

though David’s quality of life was eroding day by day. Would you have done the 
same thing? Why or why not? 

 
5. How did you feel about the villain of this book? Did you have any sympathy for 

him, despite his terrible actions? Why or why not? 
 
6. At one point in the book, Connor says that coincidences are small miracles in 

which God chooses to remain anonymous. Do you believe that? Talk about a 
coincidence in your life that somehow seemed to be more than that. 

 
7. Diane was an abused wife who finally found the courage to walk away. Why do 

you think some women stay in abusive relationships? If you knew someone in 
this position, what kind of support might you offer to help them protect 
themselves? 

 
8. Connor begins to fall for Kate very early in the story. Besides the fact that she’s 

attractive, what are some of the qualities that made her appeal to him? 
 
9. For her part, Kate initially feels guilty about the attraction she feels toward 

Connor. She thinks it’s disloyal to her husband, whom she still loves. Do you 
think she should have had any misgivings? Why or why not? 

 
10. The story ends with Kate and Kevin reuniting. By the epilogue, it’s clear they’ve 

made a lot of progress in establishing a relationship. What sorts of challenges do 
you think they encountered in those six months? How would you have explained 
what happened to Kevin if you were in Kate’s position? 



 
11. Connor, Dev, and Cal are clearly an excellent team. Why do you think they 

function so well together? Cite some specific qualities that can enhance 
partnerships of any kind. 

 
12. Have you ever had any experience with a serious childhood illness? How did it 

affect everyone involved? Why are diseases that involve children especially 
heartrending? How would you counsel a parent of such a child? 

 
13. Connor’s breakup with his previous girlfriend is a wake-up call, and he totally 

changes his life. Why does it often take a dramatic incident to compel us to 
examine our priorities? Have you ever experienced a similar epiphany in your 
own life? 

 
14. Who was your favorite character in the book? Why? Which character did you find 

the most interesting? Why? 
 
15. Pauline Andrews doesn’t have a large role, but she’s a vibrant octogenarian. Do 

you know any older people like her? How do they help dispel the stereotypes of 
aging? 

 
16. Did you find Deceived suspenseful? Did you think the plot was well constructed 

and credible, and the characters believable? Why or why not? 
 
17. Talk about your impressions of this book from a literary standpoint—its strengths 

and weaknesses. Cite specific examples. If you were the author, would you have 
done anything differently? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


